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Welcome to the 62nd ANSDC!

Well, what a journey we have been on to get to the 62nd Australian National Square 
Dance Convention.

The planning process for this convention has been like no other and we have worked 
through a few lockdowns and with the ongoing possibility that we may do all this 
planning for nothing if further Covid-19 complications arose. But…... here we are ready 
and excited to meet up with friends and enjoy dancing together

Initially there was a chance that no convention was going to be held until 2023. A few 
of us felt that, as this would make it four calendar years between conventions, it was too 
long and so agreed to take on planning a convention with the knowledge that it may 
not actually come to fruition. If the Covid-19 pandemic has taught us anything, it’s that 
nothing is predictable or guaranteed. 

The team is made up of very experienced committee members from NSW (Jason, Leanne, 
and Georgia Nicholson plus Lorraine Harvey), VIC (Howard and Brenda Cockburn) 
and QLD (Noel and Donna Brown) and are running the convention on behalf of the 
Australian National Square Dance Convention Board, not one area or state. Between us 
we have been on committees for fifteen Australian National Conventions, and this has 
certainly enabled us to overcome planning challenges along the way with each member 
of the team just ‘knowing’ what had to be done. 

With the team up and down the East Coast as well as having many contacts across 
the country it allowed us to stay up to date with government restrictions across the 
country as things changed which was often daily! This was one of the biggest challenges 
to our planning as so many conditions, rules and restrictions changed so rapidly. As 
restrictions and requirements were changing in each state at various times, to be able 
to move forward with some consistency and guidelines, the committee agreed that the 
convention would follow the NSW Government and the venue requirements at the time 
of the event without the committee imposing their own restrictions. 

Getting the word out about this convention has been one of our other challenges due 
to having no convention in the year prior to ‘launch’ a convention as normally happens, 
very limited dance functions being held in general and the border restrictions in place 
inhibiting our opportunity to get to any events that were held. We tried to get the word 
out using social media, state publications, emails to callers and clubs and the use of the 
TAWS email database. We are grateful for the support of everyone who helped us get 
the information out there for this event - thank you!

As we were not able to see many people in person over the past couple of years, we 
created an online registration option. A little stat for you – Out of the 208 registration 
forms we received overall, only 27 of them were hard copy so the online registration 

Continued next page
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Welcome to the 62nd ANSDC! 

process seemed to work for most people. We would love your feedback though on the 

online registration experience so let us know what you thought when you see us around!

Another way of promoting the convention was through our personalised souvenir 
Goulburn coffee mugs. The idea was that people would purchase them, use them at 
dancing and help spread the word. The coffee mugs have proved very popular and 
we’re sure will be seen around at dances for many years to come.

We would like to take this opportunity to thank our wonderful, dedicated and VERY 
hard-working committee. They have all put so much time, dedication, and effort into 
making this convention, the first one in three years, a wonderful opportunity for everyone 
to reconnect and enjoy dancing with each other once again.

We feel privileged to be able to put on this Convention for you and thank each and 
every one of you for your support and attendance.

Let’s hope this event can be the jump-start for the return of conventions and that we 
can all start to put the past two years behind us and look forward to brighter dancing 
days ahead.

We look forward to seeing all your smiling faces on the dance floor.

Warm regards,

Leanne and Jason

Co-Convenors 62nd ANSDC



Page 3National Convention 2022

What is and who are “the Board”?

The term is used in a number of ways but in essence “the Board” 
refers to the Australian National Square Dance Convention Board 
Inc. (hereafter referred to as the Board or the ANSDCB Inc.) 

Initially formed many decades ago as the National Convention Advisory Board it 
consisted of the convenors of the last convention held in each state or area to guide 
existing convention committees with the task of conducting a National Convention in 
an advisory capacity. It had a process whereby the Convenor of the last convention in 
the state or area would step down and be replaced with the current convenor each 
year. Over the course of many years this process proved to be worthwhile, however 
as time progressed along with the introduction of a manual for conducting a National 
Convention there was a need to make this more formal. 

The Annual General Meeting (now the Dancers’ Interest Meeting) used to be 
overburdened with constitutional amendments, manual changes along with a number 
of time consuming administrative requirements which overall made the meeting quite 
“boring & uninteresting”. To alleviate this the meeting approved that all this be the 
responsibility of the Board who had the expertise and knowledge to action all the 
requirements.

The Board become incorporated in 2008 and is now responsible for the selection of 
future conventions including overseeing the preparation and their reports along with 
monitoring and maintaining the following list of documents:

The Rules of the ANSDCB Inc.

The Regulations as applies to the operations of the Board

The By-Laws of the ANSDCB Inc.

The Manual for the operation of Australian National Square Dance Convention.

Convention committees were generally auspices under a state body and whilst this 
provided some structure for the committee, it still left some ‘grey areas’ and the 
convention committees still had to set-up a number of separate things. With the Board 
being incorporated and convention committees now set-up as sub-committees of 
the Board this assists the convention committees with continued insurances for their 
convention and the establishment of bank accounts to alleviate this being done by every 
convention committee.

The Board meets twice at all National Conventions, once before the convention starts 
and once on the last afternoon to deal with all these administrative requirement thus 
ensuring that the Dancers Interest Meeting can be informative to all those who attend. 
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What is and who are “the Board”? Continued

Following the conclusion of each convention the current Convention Committee can 
select a member of the committee (preferably the convenor – but not necessary) to join 
the Board. To remain on the Board the members must attend three out of every four 
conventions, this maintains that they are up to date with current requirements.

The current Board consists of twenty-two members who between them have co-convened 
or convened one of thirty-four National Conventions, however it should also be noted 
that many members have also served on other convention committees in other positions 
which gives the Board a better perspective of convention requirements. The Board is 
also able to elect other members who with their expertise are able to assist in the 
operations of the Board (e.g. currently secretary & archives).

The Boards overall aim is to assist all convention committees to ensure together we 
provide an incredible dance experience and to continue to have a National Convention 
every year.            Barry Chandler (2019)

Vice chairman of the Board Howard 
Cockburn

Chairman of the Board Nev McLachlan 

Treasurer Bev McLachlan
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The Australian National Square Dance Convention Board

During the National Convention hiatus, The Australian National Square Dance 
Convention Board (The Board), has continued working on updating aspects of our 
National Conventions to ensure that they are planned and programmed primarily for 
the enjoyment and benefit of all who attend.

As part of the update of the Manual for Operation of National Conventions, the Dress 
Code has been revitalised. All organisations were consulted, and dancers were invited 
to submit ideas for the Dress Code. Your Board developed new guidelines in keeping 
with those submissions. It is best read in full so I would like to present the extract that is 
now part of The Manual.

NATIONAL CONVENTION SQUARE DANCE DRESS CODE

Standard of dress and general appearance will always determine the privilege of 
dancers to enter and participate in the dance function (National Convention) and shall 
be consistent with the dignity of the event. It is the Dancer’s responsibility to comply with 
these regulations for themselves and their fellow dancers.

Full Square Dance Attire should be worn at all Evening Dance Sessions with the only 
exception being Special Programmed Dance Sessions or environmental conditions. 

Morning and Afternoon Sessions are at the discretion of the Convention Committee.

If a person's dress is considered inappropriate, the committee may discuss this with the 
person concerned.

47.01 FULL SQUARE DANCE ATTIRE FOR MEN SHALL BE INTERPRETED AS 
FOLLOWS: -

47.011 SHIRTS – Shirts must be neat and tidy, have a collar, buttoned, long sleeve shirt, 
and tucked in complete with bolo tie, cravat or similar.

47.012 TROUSERS – Tailored trousers, slacks, or non-faded jeans/chinos shall be neat 
and tidy, slashed, ripped or frayed clothing is not appropriate. 

47.013 SHORTS - Dress shorts are permitted only in conjunction with long roll top 
socks.

47.014 FOOTWEAR - Clean shoes, dancing pumps or dress boots shall be worn and 
shall be of a type that will not mark or damage the floor.

47.015 HAT ETIQUETTE - The wearing of a hat is permitted when part of a demonstration 
or whilst on stage only. Hats must be of western style unless specific to a themed 
performance. Venue restrictions take precedence over this point.

Continued next page
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The Australian National Square Dance Convention Board
 

47.02 RELAXED SQUARE DANCE ATTIRE FOR MEN SHALL BE INTERPRETED 
AS FOLLOWS: -

47.021 SHIRTS - Shirts must have a collar and be neat, tidy, and tucked in. Must be 
Square Dance appropriate and NOT surf brands, T-Shirts, sleeveless shirts, singlets, 
football, and other sporting shirts, fluoro work shirts, shirts with large advertising/printing 
are unacceptable.

47.022 TROUSERS – Tailored trousers, slacks, or non-faded jeans/chinos shall be neat 
and tidy. Overalls and work wear, track pants are unacceptable.

47.023 SHORTS – Tailored shorts, drawstring shorts must be neat and tidy. Football 
shorts, sports shorts, board shorts, cut-off jeans are unacceptable.

47.024 SOCKS – Walk socks or sport socks permitted with shorts. Football socks or 
work socks are unacceptable.

47.025 FOOTWEAR – Walk shoes, sport shoes or regular dance pumps permitted. Work 
boots, sandals, thongs, spiked shoes, desert boots and bare feet are unacceptable.

47.026 HAT ETIQUETTE - The wearing of a hat is permitted when part of a demonstration 
or whilst on stage only. Hats must be of Western Style unless specific to a themed 
performance. Venue restrictions take precedence over this point.

47.03 FULL SQUARE DANCE ATTIRE FOR LADIES SHALL BE INTERPRETED 
AS FOLLOWS: -

47.031 DRESS / SKIRTS - the wearing of a full-type Square Dance dress or skirt 
and blouse. Full backless-type, bare back or bare midriff dresses or blouses are not 
acceptable. Prairie style skirts are an acceptable alternative at all sessions.

47.032 PETTICOATS - American style petticoat with suitable discreet underwear. 
Remember, you may not see what you have on (or do not have on) under your petticoat, 
but the spectators and dancers sitting on the sidelines will be very knowledgeable about 
your underpinnings, or lack of them. 

47.033 SHOES - Clean, low-heeled, or flat-heeled shoes or jiffies of a type that will not 
mark or damage the floor shall be worn. Spike or small type heels are banned (heels 
must be a minimum 25 mm long in all dimensions in contact with the floor surface).

47.034 ACCESSORIES - Dress and jewellery must be such that they will not damage 
other Dancers or their clothing this includes badges and ribbons.

47.04 RELAXED SQUARE DANCE ATTIRE FOR LADIES SHALL BE 
INTERPRETED AS FOLLOWS: -

47.041 DRESS / SKIRTS - the wearing of a full-type Square Dance dress or skirt 
and blouse. Full backless-type, bare back or bare midriff dresses or blouses are not 
acceptable. Prairie style skirts are an acceptable alternative at all sessions.

47.042 PETTICOATS - American style petticoat with suitable discreet underwear. 
Remember, you may not see what you have on (or do not have on) under your petticoat, 
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but the spectators and dancers sitting on the sidelines will be very knowledgeable about 
your underpinnings, or lack of them. 

47.043 SHIRTS - Shirts or blouses must be modest and be tucked in unless fitted or 
intended to be worn outside the trousers/shorts. Tank tops, T-shirts or sun tops are not 
acceptable.

47.044 BOTTOMS - Acceptable options include Skirts, Shorts, Tailored Slacks, Culottes. 

Brief  skirts and shorts are not acceptable.

47.045 SHOES - Walk shoes, sport shoes, clean, low-heeled, or flat-heeled shoes or 
jiffies of a type that will not mark or damage the floor shall be worn. Spike or small type 
heels are banned (heels must be a minimum 25 mm long in all dimensions in contact 
with the floor surface). Work boots, sandals, thongs, desert boots and bare feet are  
unacceptable.

47.046 ACCESSORIES - Dress and jewellery must be such that they will not damage 
other Dancers or their clothing. This includes badges and ribbons.

47.05 ALL DELEGATES

All Delegates shall at all times wear their Convention Ribbon, and Name Badge of some 
form.

47.06 DANCERS WHO REGULARLY DANCE IN THE LEFT/RIGHT-HAND 
DANCER POSITION 

Ladies dancing in the left-hand position (usually referred to as the man’s position) should 
be welcomed without discrimination. Such ladies may adopt either the ladies attire with 
the addition of a coloured material sash or, if they exclusively dance in the left-hand 
position, the attire set out in the dress regulations for Men and those who regularly 
dance in the right-hand dancer position are to follow the dress regulations for Ladies. 

I can talk to hundreds of people in one day, but nothing 
compares to the smile I get from only one minute of square 

dancing. 

www.csrds.ca
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   Allen Kerr  ACT 

   Anthea Matthews  WA

   Barbara Treharne  VIC 

   Barry Chandler  TAS

   Bev McLachlan  QLD

   Graham Elliott   SA 

   Gordon Hearne   NSW

   Howard Cockburn VIC 

   Jason Nicholson   NSW

   Kaye Chandler   TAS 

   Kevin Kelly   WA 

   Kevin Thomas  VIC

   Leanne Nicholson NSW 

   Marilyn Van Sambeeck WA

   Michael Davey  VIC 

   Nev McLachlan  QLD

   Richard Muir  WA 

   Robin Kerr   ACT 

   Rosalind Todd  NSW

   Steven Turner   WA 

   Tony Hooper   VIC 

Current ANSDC Board List (alphabetically)
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ACF Chairman’s Chat

After 2020 we all hoped that 2021 was going to be a more ‘normal’ year, how wrong 
were we, especially in the eastern states. The past two years have been extremely 
challenging for callers, dancers, and leaders of our activity.  We are now in 2022 and 
the future is looking much brighter.  Most clubs around Australia are back dancing, 
although several clubs will not open after the enforced breaks we have had to take.

The ACF have been working towards streamlining our meetings by holding an online 
Zoom meeting prior to the National Convention to deal with the administrative business 
leaving more time at the convention to discuss and debate other business.

I would like to thank all the Board members for their support and contributions during 
the past couple of years while I have had the honour of being the Chairman.  To the 
Board members who are not able to join us at the Goulburn Convention, we will miss 
you, and to the ones at Goulburn I look forward to catching up with you after three 
long years.

If you have any questions about the ACF, feel free to contact us via the ACF website 
http://www.aussiecallers.org.au

Howard Cockburn

ACF Chairman

Texas Stars 1960 California Stars1961
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Australian Round Dance 

Association

President’s Report
Hi everyone.

 It seems, or at least hoped, the end of the tunnel is finally in sight.  Most clubs 
took the extra time off after the normal Christmas break to try and see out the last of the 
restrictions.  And then comes the weather for a large proportion of the eastern coast.  
We are really looking forward to the National coming up in Goulburn to meet up with 
friends after too long a break.

 There were obstacles to overcome but finally we have been able to secure a 
venue for the ARDA Conference in Goulburn.  By the time this goes to print we will have 
completed the event, but Helen and Anna-Lee have worked hard to locate somewhere 
that allows us to conduct sessions to the standard we are looking for.  Originally starting 
as a teacher focused event over ten years ago, we have evolved to cater for a complete 
spectrum of dancers and teachers.  We have usually held off the final structure of the 
program until it is clear the demographic spread of skill sets of the registered delegates.  
Basically, we will structure the conference to suit the needs of those who have registered.  
With each of these we look to improve dance knowledge, body mechanics in dancing, 
Teacher/Cuer presentation skills and choreography.  We aim to present this to whatever 
level of Teacher or Dancer and certainly encourage anyone considering learning the 
craft of Cueing.  There is so much to be learnt in just talking to peers in this sort of 
environment.

 With the improved outlook of eased restrictions, we look forward to State 
Festivals planned for this year.  Queensland in May, Victoria in June and South Australia 
in September all offer wonderful dancer and educational experiences.  Keep your eye 
out for festival details and registration forms in the Review as well as through some of 
the other advertising mediums.

 Speaking of advertising Carol continues to do a great job with the regular 
Telemail publication.  The hardest job in an activity is putting out these releases and 
Carol just continues to excel.  Some are short and some are longer, but they all have 
worthwhile reading material.  Great job Cas.

 With restrictions easing the best thing you can do for the dance activity is just 
look to becoming involved again.  The biggest threat to dancing in general is that 
dancers have become used to different routines and schedules.  As I said earlier, we are 
looking forward to the National and events this year to kick start some sort of normality 
back into life.  Routines changed over the last two years but it only reinforced how much 
we miss getting together and enjoying the activity with great friends.

See you on the dance floor

Warwick & Paula Armstrong
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The National Society is the National representative body of the state and territory 
square dance associations. Its main purpose is to encourage, foster, and promote 
square dancing and other related dance forms and to stimulate general public interest 
in Square Dancing and other recognised dance forms through promotional activities.

Information about modern square dancing in Australia can be found at www.
squaredanceaustralia.org.  This site is hosted by the National Society of Australia. You 
can check out when the next National Convention is being held or discover interesting 
facts about conventions that were held in the past? Looking for promotional resources? 
The site has a designated area where you can download radio ads that have been 
specifically produced to advertise square dancing. Some radio stations will charge for 
the ad to be played while smaller stations may allow it to be played as a community 
announcement. A number of universal flyers, that can be personalised with your own 
contact details, are also available to download. Video clips and sticker designs have 
also been included. There is also a number of different advertising flyer ideas there to 
inspire you.

The National Society also provide a 1800 number which is answered by a real person, 
not a chat bot This is a free call to users from a land line or a mobile phone. Each state 
is able to designate specific people to further assist with enquiries from this number.

The “Australian Square Dance Review” is the longest running and major Square Dance 
publication in the South Pacific region. It is produced and published voluntarily by the 
National Square Dance Society of Australia Inc. It was initially produced as a full hard 
copy edition and published ten times a year. However in 2017 it became a fully digital 
magazine and is published quarterly. All copies are hosted on the website along with 
other publications of interest. 

The National Society now also maintains a Facebook page ‘Square Dancing in Australia’ 
initially started by Jason & Leanne Nicholson and Brenda Cockburn for the promotion of 
new dancers to the general public. 

Meetup is a social platform used to meet new people, learn new things, find support 
and pursue new passions, together at an in-person event This is a great way to introduce 
new people to square dancing. A group has been set up to encourage new dancers in 
the Melbourne area. Meetup has also been set up and tested in other states as well.

The National Society is always looking for new ways to promote square dancing. All ideas 
are welcomed so come and have a chat with us on Friday morning at the convention.
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Australian Clogging Association Report 

Clogging, like square dancing, has been impacted incredibly over the past two years. 
Some clubs were able to return earlier than square dancing due to our ability to have 
social distancing however some clubs were still restricted by halls not allowing them to 
dance.

Our National Clogging Conventions have also been cancelled the past two years. I want 
to thank the Adelaide Clogging Convention Committee for all their hard work for the 
25th ACA National Convention. The committee had to firstly postpone their convention 
in 2020 and then actually cancel altogether in 2021. This has meant that they spent 
4 years of their lives (and their family’s lives) dedicated to hosting a convention for us 
which was unfortunately not able to be held. We feel for them and appreciate all their 
hard work and dedication.

To ensure that instructors time in choreographing and writing cue sheets etc. was not 
wasted, all instructors videoed their routines and these were all loaded up onto our ACA 
website for all members to access and learn. Not as good as the real thing of course 
but still allowed people access to new dance material.

Our Showcases were another aspect of the convention that was missed. Again, each 
state was asked to do a video of their submission (as a group if restrictions allowed 
or individually if not) and these were also loaded onto the ACA website with a voting 
system in place for all members to vote on their favourite dance to be added to the 
National Dance List. Congratulations to NSW for the winning dance – choreographed 
by Peter and Vickie Dean.

Our Choreography Competition was held again this year with Amanda Lim taking the 
reins. Thanks to Amanda for doing a great job and for assisting choreographers where 
needed, running a quick online seminar for those interested and keeping our members 
engaged with the competition. Congratulations to our winners and these dances will 
also have cue-sheets and walk-throughs included with the convention workshops online 
this year. Thanks again to Mike, our amazing webmaster, who makes all the videos and 
online voting possible.

A focus for the executive committee over the coming year is to work on a ‘Taste of 
Clogging’ to be held online. This is to assist with the promotion of clogging across the 
country and allow an opportunity for prospective cloggers to give it a go no matter 
where they are located. These sessions are held via the Zoom platform, and we have 
one of our experienced instructors teach new people for approx. 45mins. So far Leanne 
Nicholson, Kingsley Dawes and Nev Flegg have run sessions with approx. 12 new 
people giving clogging a go. A couple of these people have now attended regular 
classes we feel that this is a great promotional tool that is basically free and getting the 
word out there is a good return on investment!
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www.taws.info

At last we have the opportunity in Goulburn to meet, socialise and dance (assuming that 
we remember how to dance after a long break).

Although there are many other means of advertising, TAWS continues to provide 
information to members regarding square and round dance events across Australia. 
Our website (www.taws.info) and Android app (TAWS) is promptly maintained by Carl 
Mullan and Karen McCarthy. I thank them for their efforts.

 I currently have 270 active email addresses on my distribution list, which is a decrease 
of 27 since mid 2019. Some members have opted to “unsubscribe” from the distribution 
list. Mailchimp statistics show that an average 50% of recipients open their emails. 
Advertising for state and national conventions generates the most interest with over 60% 
of members opening their emails.

Since my last report at the Deloraine convention, I have distributed 62 emails in 2019, 
50 in 2020, 50 in 2021 and 10 so far this year. These numbers are much less than the 
usual 100+ emails per year.

The TAWS meeting at Goulburn is scheduled for 12.30pm on Friday 22 April in the 
Pink Room at Goulburn Services Club. This is an opportunity for members to meet and 
present ideas for the future of TAWS. I suggest that following the meeting we meet for 
lunch in the Club dining room. There is no square dancing on the Friday afternoon.

I have a supply of TAWS car stickers which will be available free-of-charge at the 
convention. Happy travels

Graeme Jarman TAWS National Coordinator

Travelling Australia with 

Square Dancers Report 

2019/2022

Clogging Report Continued

This year our National Clogging Convention in planned to be held in Queanbeyan by 
the ACT dancers in September. Everyone is crossing their fingers that this will go ahead 
and between Goulburn National Square Dance Convention and the ACA National 
Convention in Queanbeyan, this will be the year of returning to nationals for us all!

Jason Nicholson ACA President
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Solo Dancers

Welcome to the 62nd ANSDC in Goulburn.  How wonderful that we can, 
again, come together to enjoy five days of dancing.  Congratulations 
to the Committee headed by Jason and Leanne for not losing faith and 
for doing their very best to ensure all dancers were kept up to date with 
information and encouragement.

If you are a Solo Dancer (that is - a Dancer without a Partner) I hope 
you will have a fantastic time.  If this is your first National Convention, 
and you are feeling a trifle nervous, please find me (I am usually 
walking around, hardly ever sit down) and I will help you if I can.  I will 
have these Special Ribbons to give to Solo Dancers – see photo    
Hopefully other Dancers will recognise the Ribbon’s message and be 
willing to help Solo Dancers have a good time dancing.

Please see me if you would like to be part of the Solo Dancers’ Dress 
Set which is on Saturday Evening.  The two dances are easy, no 
problems, just good fun.

If you can’t locate me on the floor, just text me on my mobile.

All the very best and I hope all dancers will have a great fun-filled 
62nd ANSDC experience.  Keep Smiling – it is contagious.

Please text or email me – Text - 0409457342 or Email - ejboyd@
bigpond.com

Eileen Boyd (Tamworth Cloverleaf Dancers)

Today I was going to take over the world

but instead I went square dancing.

www.csrds.ca
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ACT Report

Square Dancing in the ACT cautiously resumed once again in March after the latest 
seven months of Government Restrictions, which was not helped by the recent result of 
10,000 “Protesters” descending on our small city.

A break-through Christmas Dance and Outdoor Picnics have been a lot of fun, and 
now, dancers are delighted to be back “On the Dance-Floor” while happily adhering 
to the strict Covid-Safe rules that have become so familiar since the pandemic began.

Our callers are “back in harness”, and thoroughly enjoying the privilege of “calling for 
the dancers” once again. 

Throughout the long weeks now passed, each caller has kept “square dance busy” by 
participating in world-wide Caller education sessions presented on the Zoom Platform. 

We would like to take this opportunity to sincerely thank all the dedicated Square 
Dancers and Leaders who have continued to work extremely hard to ensure that our 
wonderful dance form can adapt and survive within the “Covid-Normal World” in which 
we now live. 

Helen Bates

President: ACTSDS Inc.

A.C.T. SQUARE DANCE SOCIETY INC.
                                Postal Address:              
                  G.P.O. BOX 587 CURTIN. A.C.T. 2605

  President: Helen Bates
  Secretary: Jill Causer
  ASD Review Editor: Raymond Bates
  Email: r_hbates@optusnet.com.au
  A.C.T. Callers/Cuers State Co-ordinator: Henk Ten Brummelaar

MONDAY
Daylight Diamonds fortnightly 1-3pm, Plus Level to tapes at Grant Cameron Centre, Mulley St. Holder ACT
 Enquiries Terry Polleycutt (02) 6288 2453
Kerr-Ly -Q’ “Plus/A Level - Once a month 1:00 – 3:00pm at St James Uniting Church, Curtin.” 
 Caller Allen Kerr 0459 250 143 
TUESDAY 
ACT “A team” Fortnightly 8pm A2 level to tapes Terry Polleycutt (02) 6288 2453
WEDNESDAY
Kerr-Ly-Q’s Weekly 7-9.30pm Beginners, MS/Plus. St James Church, Cnr. Carruthers & Allan Sts. Curtin.  
 Callers Allen Kerr (02) 6254 7038 Alannah Smith & Henk Ten Brummelaar (02) 6258 9332
FRIDAY
Moonspinners Round Dance Club Woden Seniors Centre,12  Corinna St. Woden ACT 
 5.30pm Beginners 7.30pm Club Teacher: Tony McDonald 0411 485 871
SUNDAY
Moonspinners Round Dance Club Teacher: Tony McDonald 0411485 871
 2.30pm Intermediate 4pm Advanced
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Tasmanian Square Dance Society Inc. (TSDS)

On the 27th March 2021 the TSDS held its AGM for the two year period of 2019-21 
after not being able to hold it during 2020 due to Covid.  The Society received the 
reports and financials for the two years along with the 2019 (60th) Australian National 
Convention report.

Over the last few years the role of the Society has been questioned and discussed at a 
number of meetings along with a survey distributed to members to gauge their thoughts 
on the present situation. There was a majority outcome that as there are limited clubs 
that the Society could not continue under the current structure.  Following some lengthy 
discussion it was agreed that the Society appoint a committee to operate the Society in 
a caretaking mode. 

It was resolved that this group (consisting of Di Ashton – North, Maureen Gardiner – 
NW & Barry Chandler – South) and subject to any legal requirements, issue a financial 
statement to all registered members each year for information, pay National Affiliation 
fees, submit the Annual Return for incorporation and maintain the Society accounts.  
Any other major requirements would be distributed to all current listed members for 
consideration.  Subsequently the Society could hold a special general meeting under its 
current constitution if required by 10 members or three clubs requisition.  As part of this 
new structure it was agreed that the Launceston Square Dance Club would produce the 
Stepping Out mainly as a club publication.

If you have any queries or require further information please contact any of the care-
taking committee.

Barry Chandler

Public Officer

TASMANIAN SQUARE DANCE SOCIETY INC.

CLUBS & CONTACTS

Please contact before attending:

TUESDAY

LAUNCESTON  (Plus) Caller: Gary Petersen  Contact 0499 085 680

WEDNESDAY

LAUNCESTON – Newstead – Cnr. Penquite Rd & Robin St. 

(Glenn MacLaren & Di Ashton) Contact Glenn MacLaren (03 6326 1775)

FRIDAY 

DELORAINE (Beginners)  Caller: Gary Petersen  Contact 0499 085 680

Email: tassquare@bigpond.com.au
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No Report received from Victoria
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New South Wales State Report

The poet Robert Burns wrote in 1786, that “The best-laid plans of mice and men often 
go awry” and “leave us naught but grief and pain for promised joy.” Best-laid plans 
going astray; trading joy for grief and pain? Sounds like the last two years!

Groups are now slowly returning to dancing but inevitably some groups have been 
forced to close for a variety of reasons. Age and Covid have been a major factor. Groups 
have had to deal with constantly changing restrictions, procedures and protocols set out 
by the government and the venue hirers. SARDA NSW was fortunate in securing a NSW 
government stimulus package to assist groups financially. In 2021 a $150 and in 2022 
a $200 grant has been made available to group leaders on their return to dancing 
each year.

During 2020-2021 social connections became even more important in square & round 
dancing as many people felt isolated during lockdowns.  As a result SARDA NSW 
purchased an annual subscription to the Zoom platform. This was made available to 
any club who wanted to utilise the platform to keep in touch with their fellow dancers. 

Promotions became more important but when to start during this roller coaster period! 
New South Wales, Victoria and South Australia had collaborated together in organising 
a community radio promotion for square dancing utilising the radio ads that the National 
Society has developed. I was interviewed by Kevin Walsh from Good Morning Country 
and Sasha Boon, from Victoria, also did an interview with Julie from Saturday Breakfast 
which was aired on community radio stations. Whilst the timing was not ideal, it is still 
important to spread the word that square dancing is alive and a wonderful activity. 

Our AGM in 2021 was held via the Zoom platform. I would like to thank both Ted 
Thomas and Ed Coleman for their outstanding support and assistance over a number of 
years. Both Ted and Ed have decided to take a break from being involved in the SARDA 
NSW committee. We welcomed to our committee Lynda Cafe & Wendy Alexander. 

The 41st NSW State Convention at Gloucester was cancelled as a result of the 
uncertainty that the pandemic had caused. Jim Brooks and Rhonda Smith, who were 
the convenors of the convention, were very inventive and decided to organise some 
fantastic activities for anyone who was still intending to travel to Gloucester. With some 
assistance from locals, Maree and Graeme Marsh and Gerald and Sandra Ring they 
presented a wonderful weekend.

Planning is going ahead for the 42nd NSW State Convention in the Blue Mountains 
utilising some of the resources from the cancelled 2020 National Convention. Blue 
Mountains Grammar School is the venue on the long weekend in October 2022.

Continued page 21
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QUEENSLAND SQUARE DANCING SOCIETY

Interim President: June Lambert     

Secretary: Lorraine Keenan squaredanceqld.secretary@gmail.com

Treasurer: Graham Jones squaredanceqld.treasurer@gmail.com

Bugle Editor: squaredanceqld.bugle@gmail.com

QUEENSLAND CALLERS ASSOCIATION

President: Elaine Davis Secretary: Sue Mackley qca.secretary@gmail.com
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Queensland State Report

Thank you to the committee for your assistance in the last year. Also, thanks to The Bugle 
editor in compiling the magazine over the last few years.

This will be my last report . After five years in this position I am not reapplying for any 
position whatsoever, nor accepting nominations from the floor at the AGM. I came 
in hoping to help stabilise and get the Queensland Society in a good position and 
considering the challenges of the past few years, I think we have done our best to 
achieve this. 

Last year has been a roller coaster, with stop/ start positions with dancing, with or 
without masks in mainly the original eleven jurisdictions, but later the whole State, due 
to Covid. You will still see me around, but I am ready to just enjoy the dancing and 
people’s conversations. How great is it to be back dancing with no restrictions .

Lots of dances and events were cancelled last year, due to factors out of our hands. 
However wasn't it great to be able to run our Christmas dance last year, masks off just 
in time. We enjoyed seeing everyone dancing.

A number of clubs closed in the past months due to restrictions, but it’s great to see most 
getting up once again and enjoying this pastime once more. With a delayed start to 
dancing which most clubs decided on, it’s lovely to see them starting up and reporting 
strong numbers. Clearly people want to dance!

Considering we haven’t had major functions to bring in funds in over the past year and 
for the 202l financial year we waived membership fees. We aren’t in a bad position 
financially. l’m looking forward to dancing and keeping in touch with everyone in the 
future.

Russell Wall

New South Wales State Report Continued
Sadly we noted the passing of Barbara Tonitto, Ken Fagan, Peggy Butler, Lorna Lown and 
recently Mary-Lou Woods. However, on a happier note we celebrated with Kit Spalding 
who turned 100 in 2021. Kit is a Life Member of the Association and a Life Patron of 
the Australian National Convention Board. She has been a wonderful ambassador for 
square and round dancing over many years.

What will our activity look like into the future?  Experts believe that social connectedness 
in the world after the pandemic may well play a protective role for mental health and 
well-being. This could provide square & round dancing with a point of difference to 
encourage new dancers to give square & round dancing a try. After all it is the perfect 
activity to provide social connectedness, as well as physical and cognitive activity.

David Todd President
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Monday 

WEST CROYDON Adelaide Outlaws  MS  Graham Elliott  8353 1749 

MT GAMBIER  Pine City Twirlers  MS  CD’s   8725 7524 
 

Tuesday 

KADINA   Yorke Promenaders MS  Peter Scott  0419 864 748 

MAGILL   Kannella Squares  C/A/PLUS Jeff Seidel  8263 5023  

PT. NOARLUNGA  Sunset Twirlers  MS   Les Tulloch  0484 233 826 

 

Wednesday 

KILBURN  Adelaide Outlaws  PLUS  Graham Elliott  8353 1749 

STURT   Sunset Twirlers  RNDS PH 4-6 Les & Anne Tulloch 0484 233 826 

SALISBURY  Diggers Two  LEARNERS Peter Scott  0419 864 748 
 

Thursday 

PT. NOARLUNGA  Sunset Twirlers  PLUS  Les Tulloch  0484 233 826 

SALISBURY  Diggers Delights  MS  Peter Scott  0419 864 748 
 

Friday 

COLLINSWOOD  T & T Rounds  RNDS PH 4-5  Thelma McCue  8261 8128 

EVANSTON GARDENS Scoot Back Squares MS  Ian Rutter  0408 964 466 

MAGILL   Wild Frontier  MS  Jeff Seidel  8263 5023  

MT GAMBIER  Pine City Twirlers  BEG/MS  CD’s   0438 420 615 

NARACOORTE  Acey Squares  MS  CD’s   0417 820 134  

VICTOR HARBOUR Paddle Steamers  MS  Guest Callers  8552 3879 
 

Sunday 

COLLINSWOOD  T & T Rounds  RNDS BEG/ PH 2-4 Thelma McCue  8261 8128 

STURT   Sunset Twirlers  RNDS PH 2-4 Les & Anne Tulloch 0484 233 826 

 

SOUTH AUSTRALIAN DIARY 

The South Australian Square Dance Society Inc. 

President: Murray Dempsey 
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South Australia Square Dance Report

Hello Everyone,

Things in South Australia are pretty good at the moment and improving at a satisfactory 
rate.

Our State Square Dance Convention is going to be a ripper in Wallaroo on Yorke 
Peninsular. 

Covid had very little impact on dancing if regulations where followed and everyone did 
the right thing, which everyone one did. Numbers where down a little at clubs but are 
starting to pick up again now with some dancers playing safe and staying away, it is 
good to see people thinking of everyone else.  Makes me feel good and bodes well for 
the future of dancing across Australia.

All the clubs opened later this year because of a surge in Covid cases, however it 
appears to have settled down with the current variant of Omicron appearing to be very 
weak, so with luck we will be back to normal numbers very soon.

Vaccination rates are about 93% and dancers are returning. Life on the floor is a 
humdinger. Enjoy yourselves, kick up your heels, and go dancing this year.

Murray Dempsey

President SASDS
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METROPOLITAN SQUARES & ROUNDS 

Day Area                     Club   Level Caller  Phone (08)

MON Shenton Park Cloverwest MS Andy Colvin 9247 3818
 Como  Kiwilers  Plus  Richard Muir 9474 5485                 
 Bentley             Riverside   MS Trish Holloway 9451 4074
TUES Hamersley  Greenfinches MS Steve Turner 0417 092 928  
 Gosnells  Ups ‘N’ Downers MS Taffy Jones  9414 5115
WED Joondanna Dianella Rangers  MS Jeff Van Sambeeck   0407 082 709
 WhiteGumValley Melody  MS & Rds  Bruce Gillett  9418 2882
THURS Como  Kiwilers  Adv  Richard Muir 9474 5485
FRI Eden Hill  Happy Wanderers  MS Kevin Kelly  9379 2590  
 Como  Kiwilers  MS & Rds Richard Muir 9474 5485
 Ellenbrook,  Swan Valley Squares MS Greg Fawell  0417 912241  
SAT Floreat  Northern Stars MS & Plus  Paul Long/Steve Turner   
       Jim Buckingham  94052078
 White Gum Valley White Gum Valley MS Rds D.Gauci/ T Hollaway 9337 5385
 Bassendean            P & R Rounds  Beg/PhII Pat Mori  0448 794940 
SUN Kallaroo  Allemanders Sqs  MS& Plus Jim Buckingham 9305 8685

COUNTRY SQUARES
MON Bunbury  Bunbury Sq Dancers  MS, learning Plus    9795 8557
   Mandurah  Dolphin Dancers MS  Paul Long  Joy 0487 243 051  
 Wongan Hills Wongan Hills MS Robert Dew 9620 1234
THURS Bunbury  Jay Gees  MS, Plus  Jeff Garbutt 9725 8432
FRI York  Avon Squares MS Brian Sims  9646 1243
 Margaret River Augusta  MS CD’s  9757 4527
 Albany  Swinging Squares MS   9841 6253
 Geraldton  Friendly Squares MS David Gibson 9938 218
SAT Gidgegannup Gidgegannup           MS 2nd,4th wk Alan Eades 9621 1481

COUNTRY LINE DANCE CLUBS
TUES Northam  Northam Linedancers Easy/Int Ute Dymnicki. 0407 993 036

SQUARE DANCE SOCIETY OF WESTERN AUSTRALIA INC... 
PRESIDENT: ROBERT DEW  P. O. BOx 70, WONGAN HILLS 6603
  08 9620 1234  EMAIL:TAMBIN@WESTNET.COM.AU
SECRETARY: CELIA KARAS, 3 LONGSTAFF LOOP, SOUTHERN RIVER, 6110.   
  08 9456 1266.
CALLERS’ ASSOCIATION OF WESTERN AUSTRALIA
PRESIDENT: GREG FAWELL
SECRETARY: JEFF GARBUTT, 1 SPINNAKER DRIVE, LESCHENAULT, 6233   
   08 9725 8432

The 

Golden West, 

the big 

one 
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Western Australia State Report

What an extraordinary twelve months we have had as we deal with COVID-19 and the 
restrictions imposed to keep us safe.  Despite a couple of snap lockdowns, we have 
been very fortunate in WA to have been able to dance for most of the past year.  It has 
been very pleasing to see clubs adhering to the required health directions, guidelines 
and safety protocols.

As we came into 2022 a significant number of clubs chose to defer their opening in 
light of the increasing level of community spread of Omicron, the unknown impact of 
the opening of the State’s border and any on-going requirements that may be imposed.  
Those Clubs that opened and were dancing have experienced a decline in dancer 
numbers as dancers chose to stay home.  A number of Society and Club functions 
scheduled to be held early in the year have been cancelled or postponed.

On a brighter note, numbers attending Beginners Classes during last year were higher 
than expected.  A particular highlight was the innovative program run by Dolphin Dancers 
in Mandurah which attracted and maintained a good number of new dancers.  Their 
marketing strategy centred around taking square dancing ‘out to the people’ rather than 
trying to get people to come to the Club, maintaining a high level of personal contact 
and offering prepaid discounted vouchers for the class.  The Society’s Beginners Ball 
held at the end of the year was very well supported.

October 2021 saw the State Festival in Kalgoorlie. The Committee put together an 
outstanding event.  It was a long time coming having been scheduled to be held in 
2020 and having to be deferred due to COVID-19.  The Kalgoorlie Town Hall was a 
magnificent venue, dance sessions were first rate and well attended and the supporting 
social events were terrific.  A number of awards were presented at the Festival by the 
Society including Life Membership to Steve and Julie Longwood.

It is with great sadness that we noted the passing of Patricia Mori on 10 July.  Pat was a 
passionate advocate for round dancing and through her efforts round dancing has been 
sustained as part of square dancing in WA.

Robert Dew

PRESIDENT SQUARE DANCE SOCIETY OF WA (INC)
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60th Australian National Square Dance 
Convention, Deloraine Tasmania

Dancer Interest Meeting Minutes, 
27th April 2019

Venue: Rotary Hall, Deloraine, Tasmania Chairperson: Nev McLachlan. Commenced 
9.30 am 

1 Welcome by Convenor Barry Chandler. Reflected on the history of conventions.

2 Attendance and apologies. As per signed attendance book. 58 attendees, 4 apologies.

3 Confirmation of the minutes from the 59th Australian National Square Dance 
Convention DIM held in Mirrabooka 2018.

Moved Steve Longwood  seconded Patricia Watson 

4 Business arising from those minutes. None.

Confirmed Bev McLachlan Qld seconded Kaye Chandler TAS CARRIED

5 Correspondence: Nil

6 STATE REPORTS – as printed and circulated

a. ACT   b. New South Wales c. Queensland

d. South Australia e. Tasmania  f. Western Australia

g. Victoria.  h. Any others I. TAWS

Additional to TAWS report, TAWS need more members, once a member (which is free) 
you can email events through, send flyers etc and they will be distributed/publicised 
throughout the TAWS members. Having a day tour on Monday 29 April to Tasmazia, 
Sheffield etc for $45. Reports be accepted  Moved Gordon Hearne NSW seconded Gail 
Giuliano. CARRIED

Report from the 59th Australian National Square Dance Convention 
Mirrabooka. Presented by Steven Turner and Kevin Kelly

CAPTAIN PORT & CAPTAIN STARBOARD’S REPORT.

It is with great pleasure we would like to present our report on the 59th Australian 
National Square Dance Convention. Perth WA

Back in 2016 a group of dedicated Callers, partners and dancers felt the need to step 
up and volunteer to organise the 59th National Square Dance Convention. With an 
experienced crew in running National Conventions we went to task with a mission to,    
“Produce a Fun filled National Convention with a difference” and with our fun theme 
“Anything Goes Cruises” gave us direction to many ideas and opportunities.

The venue selected was host to the 1985 National and had recently been refurbished to 
become an up to date complex to cater for all of our needs. 
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Dancer Interest Meeting Minutes Continued

OUR VISION AND IDEAS 

* To produce a first class, profitable fun filled event that Western Australia would be 
proud of.

* Supply good sound in all venues.

I* Introduce a four day dancing National Convention.

* Invite a Noongar Elder to present “Welcome to Country” and officially open the 
National Square Dance Convention.

* Invite all recipients from the National Convention invitee list to acknowledge their 
contribution to the activity. By having two official functions, the High Tea for our 
dignitaries and the Official Reception for our Entertainers (the Callers & Cuers) this was 
accomplished.

* Callers to have more control of their own sound and performances. 

* Involve Callers and Cuers in our opening/closing ceremonies.

* A minimum of one floor show per night session.

* Employ an expert in Social Media to guide us in the promotion of our activity both 
now and for the future

* Use our National Convention to promote Square Dancing to the public by way of 
Radio, Letter drops, Demonstrations in local shopping centres and a come and try 
session during the National.

* Produce a Dress Set parade with a difference. 

We acquired a major platinum sponsor, two gold and one silver. Sponsorships from 
small business and our local callers and clubs are to be highly commended for their 
involvement and contributions. 

The Convention travel wallet replaced the traditional convention bags, filled with 
dancers passport, I.D. Lanyards for the official reception attendees and a special edition 
of the Australian Review

* To help set the scene each night, dancers were greeted at the door by the locals with 
their traditional dance at each port of call. 

* Produce decorations and trimmings with the WOW factor. 

* Handing over the National banner with pride to Tasmania 2019 Committee with our 
support and good wishes for their National

Facts and Figures

500 was our budget for registered dancers

SEASON CRUISER 01/04/16 – 01/07/17 – 534

CAPTAINS SPECIAL 02/07/17-31/12/17  --  68

MAN THE LIFEBOATS FULL PRICE             --  54
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JUNIORS                                                         -- 4 CHILDCARE                                                 5

665 REGISTERED DANCERS.  (25 Non Dancer registrations included)

60 Cancellations.  All refunded less the booking fee 605 Paid Attendees - 25 Non-
paying dancers 630 registered Attendees  MALES 251 / FEMALES 345 / JUNIOR. 
CHILD 9

WA 239/ SA 44/ VIC 101/ NSW 103/ ACT 6/ QLD 52/ TAS 25/ NZ 17/ USA 8/ 
TAIWAN 9/ UK 1

61 CALLERS & CUERS (50 additional entertainers were employed over the 5 days.)

$27,000 in sponsorships and donations. We had a Surplus of $52,000

Distribution of the Surplus are as follows,

$5000 to the Society of WA  $5000 to the Callers Association of WA

$4000 to ACF    $4000 to ARDA

$4000 to the Australian Clogging Assoc. $2000 to the National Society of Australia

$28,000 to be held in trust by the Board for Future West Australian Nationals

(This includes the $15,000 held in trust by the Society of WA and a further $13,000 
from the 59th Australian National Square Dance Convention). The remaining physical 
assets be placed in the care of CAWA for the further enhancement of Square Dancing 
in WA.

Proud of committee for all their hard work and support. Thanks to the state of WA for all 
their support, it was unbelievable.

Report from Australian Round Dance Association presented by B McLachlan.

It gives me great pleasure to present this report on behalf of the Australian Round Dance 
Association and round dancers in general. Writing reports gives you a time to reflect on 
the achievements, goals and unfortunately the non-achievements of your association. 
This then gives you the goal to rectify the non-achievements.

Since the National in Perth our Standardised Cue Sheets have been finalized and are 
now on our website. 

The Management Committee are very active.  Each have tasks to perform with their job 
descriptions and all do it exceptionally well and for this I sincerely thank them.  

The Current Committee consists of a Management Committee of: -

President  Bev McLachlan Vice President  Chris Heyworth

Secretary  Carol Simondson Treasurer  Julie Jensen

Educations Officer Paula and Warwick Armstrong 

Other Officers

Editor   Carol Simondson Webmaster  Tony McDonald

Registrar   Julie Jensen 
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Dancer Interest Meeting Minutes Continued

And recently added our last meeting: -

Minutes Secretary Helen Hodalj Social Media Officer Anna Lee Hodalj 

The Committee are always trying to find ways to increase: - 

1. Numbers of dancers at our dance sessions - Accepting of round dancing in general

2. Dancers wishing to go further and become cuers and teachers

3. The attendees at our conferences. But having said that our 2019 Conference had 
half of our members in attendance. 

National Dance List – voted on this year and the new list will be available on our website 
and also will look at getting it into the National Review and will be forwarded to all state 
and national bodies. 

It was also voted at our meeting yesterday to add Jive.  How many Jive dances will be 
seen at next year’s Showcase session?  Come along to the Jump into Jive session at the 
Bowls Club today commencing at 12.30. For those who started at 02.30 this morning 
I am sure they will have learnt much by now and will still have a few more hours to go. 

2020 Conference - preparations are well in hand. We will continue to hold these 
functions on the 2.5 days prior to a National Convention. This Conference is NOT just 
for cuers/teachers it is open to anyone who has an interest in rounds. Hope to see you 
there. In closing I thank you for your attention. 

Report from Australian Callers Federation presented by Howard Cockburn

I present this report on behalf of Barry Wonson (past Chairman) and myself as current 
chairman.

In late 1979, a group of Australian callers got together and discussed the idea of 
creating a single body that would unite all Australian callers under the one banner. The 
entire concept was put forward to all callers at the National Convention in 1980.

The goals were outlined: standardization of calls and styles, better communication, a 
set of guidelines for calling at National Conventions, as well as the especially important 
area of just bringing all Australian callers together. Of the original founders we still have 
three with us today – Jeff Seidel from South Australia, Graeme Whiteley from Tasmania 
and Steve Turner from Western Australia. 

Many changes have taken place with the ACF over the 39 years – expanded goals, 
changes in Board membership, a continuous assessment of our own relevance within 
the framework of changing times, our own newsletter, regular caller conferences, a 
callers Get Together (often a breakfast) at each National Convention, recognition 
of callers who have achieved 25 years and 50 years of service, regular educational 
sessions for callers at Conventions, and even a ‘Behind The Mike’ session for dancers 
who would just like to ‘have a go’ at calling. These innovations and ongoing programs 
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have all had a very positive effect on Australian square dancing. 

In 2020 the ACF will again be presenting a Caller Conference. 2020 will see the 
conference being held in the Blue Mountains village of Leura, just a few minutes south 
of Katoomba. We will have two very special overseas guests for the conference – 
Accredited Callerlab Caller Coach Randy Dougherty (USA), and vocal coach Arden 
Hopkin (USA) and our very own Steve Turner. All three are highly accredited coaches 
in their respective fields. Arden has also presented many sessions on voice at Callerlab 
Conventions in the USA. This should be an exciting few days as we will all have the 
opportunity not just to socialize, but for stimulation, entertainment and education, all 
presented with enthusiasm.

The Conference will be held starting Monday April 6th and finishing Thursday April 
9th with a special dance featuring guest caller from the USA Randy Dougherty. Venue 
will be the Fairmont Resort. You can find more information regarding this event at the 
ACF 2020 Conference website: https://www.acfcallerconference.com and also on the 
regular ACF website at http://www.aussiecallers.org.au

This last year has been an important one for all ACF members, in that we now have a 
brand new website. This has been a major step as it presents all information for members 
in the one area. We now are even able to update personal information necessary for 
accreditation directly on the website, rather than the outdated previous system. Many 
thanks to Matthew Mills, who has spent many hours in the planning and fine tuning of 
this necessary step forward. 

One of the areas that came under much discussion during 2018 was that of ‘eligibility 
for calling at National Conventions’. The ACF Board sent much time on this topic and 
have come up with a new set of guidelines that reflect our activity today. 

At this convention we were able to utilize the talent of Joe Kromer by inviting Joe to 
conduct two clinics as part of the General Caller’s Meeting. Both clinics were very 
interesting and Joe’s presentation style ensured we had a great day.

We welcomed five callers to the Board at this year’s meeting. Welcome aboard Frances 
McAllister, Elaine Davis, Ken Pike, Chris Froggatt and Darren Taylor. Just as we have 
welcomed five callers to the Board we say thank you to the callers who are retiring from 
the Board. I would like to thank Michael Mills, David Todd, Frank Mathews, Jeffrey 
Garbutt and Jim Buckingham for their work as Board members over many years.

The new executive of the Board is Barry Wonson Vice Chairman, Greg Fawell Secretary, 
Gary Carpenter Treasurer and myself (Howard Cockburn) as Chairman.

I look forward to another productive year for the ACF and working with the ACF Board 
to achieve our goals.

Report from National Square Dance Society of Australia Inc. (including the 
Australian Square Dance Review) presented by Stephen Longwood

It’s been a comparatively quiet year for the National Society. The meeting held here in 
Deloraine was well attended with representation from all States.

There have been 63 calls made to the 1800 number during the year so it is still a viable 



Page 31National Convention 2022

Dancer Interest Meeting Minutes Continued 

means of contact. New car stickers are going to be ordered and will be made available 
for purchase by the States.

It was decided that again, next year, a Special Edition of the review will be produced for 
the National Convention. This will be determined annually the previous year for each 
future Convention

Affiliation fees to the National Society are to remain the same.

It has been a considerable time since any nominations have been received for the 
National Roll of Honour. We will be asking the States if they have anyone they consider 
would be a candidate for the award. The nomination criteria are also to be updated.

Consideration is being given to having more frequent meetings for the National Society 
committee Possibly by a similar concept to home video conferencing.

Free advertising in the electronic Review has been approved for all National Conventions

The election of officers were;

President: continuing Steve Longwood   Vice President: 2 year term Kevin Thomas

Executive Secretary: 2 year term Celia Karas Treasurer  Christine Lucas

Our committee remains the same 

Discussion was held re: promotion ideas for square dancing. South Australia held a 
flash mob dance in Victor Harbour which was well received, WA held a reunion dance 
which was extremely well attended and has encouraged some previous and new dancers 
to return to the movement.

62nd ANSDC Darwin presented by Marilyn van Sambeeck

There are approx. 790 days till Darwin 2021. Darwin 
is known as the International Gateway. Introducing the 
Darwin Committee (Representing every State in Australia) 

Marilyn van Sambeeck WA (Convenor)  Lorraine Davey 
Vic (Secretary)

Alison Piper Vic, Barry Chandler Tas (Treasurer),  M i k e 
Davey Vic (Program Manager)

Jeff van Sambeeck WA (Program Manager)  
Jason Nicholson NSW (Youth delegate);  

Kathi Suminer WA (Marshalling)

Don Barba WA (Publicity Officer) Team: Peter Davies Anne Wilson SA (Graphic design); 
Janine & Ivan Cooke SA (Accommodation) 

Chris & Celia Karas WA (Venue and Operations Managers)

Kaye Chandler Tas (Registrations Officer)  

Kevin Green WA (Decorations) Minnetta & Don McGilvery Vic (decorations); Paul 
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Dancer Interest Meeting Minutes Continued 

Ashton Tas (Construction)

Bev McLachlan Qld (Round Dance Program Manager)

Robert & Susan Dew WA (Souvenir Booklet Managers)   

Brian Hotchkies NSW (Sound) Team:  Paul Ashton Tas

Jason & Leanne Nicholson NSW (Clogging) Tony Hooper Vic (Board Liaison)

Date: 24 to 28 June 2021 (warm dry sunny days and cool nights) Not 28 June to 2 
July as per submission in 2018. NT Government through the Dept of Tourism & Culture

Preparation, submission and subsequent offer of $100 per delegate was received. We 
are currently working on a fantastic FREE event for all attending dancers. Need to 
advertise the date ASAP so delegates can make their travel arrangements early. Entry to 
this event will be by invitation (Lorraine and Alison)

Logo: Symbolising every state and territory and will be on all communication and 
advertising. Theme and decorations: ‘Living our Dream in the Top End’. Website 
Darwin2021.com is off and running and already has had over 1400 ‘hits’. Venue: 
Marrara Stadium has been booked and confirmed, Ample seating. Air-conditioned, 
650 vehicle car parking plus coach drop-off. Accommodation: Budget through to 5 
star, caravan Parks, 327 en-suite sites, one is pet friendly

Budget: A draft budget for 350 dancers has been produced  Advertising: (International)

Dress Set

You should see the different Darwin outfits this Convention. The dominant colour reflects 
the State colour, so there will be a representation of all States in their distinctive outfits.

Invitation for you all to get on board and support this Convention.  It is with word of 
mouth that will be our greatest form of advertising.  If nothing else, tell your friends to 
sit with a cuppa and 30 minutes of their time and peruse our website, darwin2021.com

61st ANSDC Blue Mountains presented by Rosalind Todd

We invite everyone to 
travel back with us to 
the exciting first years of 
wireless and television, 
of racy clothes and racy 
wheels and the heyday 
of the majestic Blue 
Mountains as a tourist 
destination and join us in 
Puttin’ on the Ritz at Blue 
Mountains Grammar 
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School Wentworth Falls from 10th-14th April 2020.

During the year our committee joined the Blue Mountains Accommodation and Tourism 
Association (BMATA). This has proved to be a valuable resource in promoting our 
convention. Not only has it provided us the opportunity to network with business owners, 
encourage sponsorship for our event but to also ensure the Blue Mountains is ready to 
welcome square dancers in 2020.

There is an abundance of accommodation in the area from budget to resort style. There 
is a list of accommodation venues on our website and a printed list. Some venues are 
offering discounts for dancers with a promo code. Others will offer a discount if you 
mention you are a square dancer and the length of your stay. Most facilities prefer you 
to book directly with them rather than through a third party site. It is school holidays and 
Easter so you are wise to book early.

Registration forms and information is available at our booth so come and register. One 
lucky person will have their registration fee refunded at the end of the 60th ANSDC. 
Fantastic Aussie Tours, our exclusive sponsor, have also provided a coach trip for two 
people to the value of $6500 which is being used as an incentive to book early. This will 
be drawn on the 29th June. All Early Bird registrations will go into this draw. They have 
also organised an amazing three day post-convention tour. 

In closing, we are looking forward to staging a memorable Convention with a spectacular 
theme and welcome you all to spend some time in this majestic region of our great state.

Moved all reports Gary Carpenter  seconded Patricia Watson CARRIED

General Business

G Hearne NSW: Put a vote of thanks for Kaye, Barry, Bev and Nev for all the work on 
the Manual. Moved Gordon Hearne seconded Barbara Treharne CARRIED

B Cockburn & J Nicholson: Promotion – 

Since the meeting in Perth at last year’s National Convention, a FaceBook page ‘Square 
Dancing in Australia’ has been set up. Not to be confused 
with the existing FB page ‘Square Dance Society of 
Australia’, the new page is specifically designed to attract 
the attention of people who are not yet dancers, to alert 
them to our activity and encourage them to become part 
of it. We ask that all current dancers ‘like’ the new page 
in order to help spread the word. Information, videos 
and photos of learners classes and general dance nights 
are regularly uploaded to the site.

We have also looked into the prospect of having a 
professionally produced radio advert which would be 

made freely available for use by the square dance community.  Although we do not 
have a firm quote, the estimated cost to produce a 30 second radio advert is in the 
vicinity of $600.
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We would like to request that a total allowance for the next 12 months of $1000 be 
made available for the production of the radio advertisement and ‘boost’ posting to 
reach a targeted audience on Facebook. Square dance month to be reintroduced – 
National demonstration week. Try for media coverage and have it in the week of the 
National. Use convention as start and ending point – flood the market.

G Carpenter NSW: Could there be flash mobs?

A Kerr ACT: Where are videos stored – reply J Nicholson – takes videos and puts 
on Facebook. D Ashton Tas: Bunnings is done to death, try places like Spotlight. H 
Cockburn Vic: $10,000 for ad. There is money sitting in accounts not being used.

J Nicholson NSW: Try and get ad prepared first, link to Facebook, try and grow numbers 
that way. L Nicholson NSW: Like a page, join the Group. M Yialeloglou ACT: Have 
Facebook page link back to website.

S Longwood WA: Can add page to National Society website. Sandra NSW: Flash mobs 
– need to be in street clothes, square dance attire puts people off. B Chandler Tas: We 
need to promote our dress that is what we are. C Lucas Qld: Show both casual and 
full attire. Saturation advertising, radio, flyer drop. A Kerr ACT: Over the last 4-5 years 
have got a square of new dancers each year, Probus group, provide a demo, they could 
continue on. P Ashton Tas: Comments from local community about dancers in the area.

S Calder NSW: Jason to assist with presentation to go to Probus.
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A Note from the Editor

This issue is a special convention issue produced for the participants of the 62nd 
Australian National Square Dance Convention by the National Square Dance Society 
of Australia.

The Review has been operating in some form or another and is now in its 67th year. It 
commenced as a roneoed publication produced by and for the Square Dance Society of 
NSW with Jim White as the editor. At the same time Graham Rigby of the Queensland 
Square Dance Society also produced a magazine and various other groups produced 
spasmodic publications. After a few years of operation, the Square Dance Society of 
NSW was approached by Joe Loves of the Paradance Group concerning the publication 
of a general dance magazine which would include square dancing. This magazine 
was established with agreement of many of the states. Some time later, the Paradance 
group pulled out so Jim White approached the other states with a view to producing 
a magazine called the South Pacific Square Dance Review with all the states paying a 
proportion of the cost. Until October 2013 the magazine was produced by the NSW 
Society at which time the National Society took on this role to reflect the National role 
of the Review. It is now a quarterly magazine produced online.

In this edition there are reports from the chairman of the Australian National Square 
Dance Convention Board (Nev McLachlan), the Vice-president of the National 
Square Dance Society of Australia, the chairman of the Australian Callers’ Federation 
(Howard Cockburn), the president of the Australian Round Dance Association (Warwick 
Armstrong), the coordinator of TAWS (Graeme Jarman) and Jason Nicholson from 
Clogging Association. The diaries of each state have also been included with reports 
from each president.

Special mention must go to Kevin Thomas, the web master for the National site at 
https://www.squaredanceaustralia.org who has maintained the archives. This has  
provided a valuable source of convention information and pictures. 

Live lively and enjoy the 62nd Australian National Convention with all it has to offer. 
Try something new, greet new friends and catch up with those friends you see only at 
Nationals. Don’t forget to express your appreciation to the committee for all their hard 
work and commitment to make this a truly unique convention. See you in a square!

Ros



DISCLAIMER

The opinions expressed in the Australian Square 
Dance Review are those of individual contributors 
and may not necessarily agree with the opinions 
of the editors or of the National Societies of 
Australia, nor are we responsible for any goods 
advertised for sale.

EMERGENCY CALL

FOR MEDICAL AID
 

 

 When a dancer goes down, a second  

 dancer attends him/her.

 Remaining couples join hands and take a  

 step backward. This will allow the injured  

 person and attendant air and room.

 Raise joined hands as high as possible in  

 the form of an arched circle.

 On seeing this signal, the caller or hall 

 monitor will immediately place an 

 Emergency Call for Medical Aid.
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Australian National Square Dance Conventions

63rd Australian National Square Dance Convention
20-24th April 2023 Gardens Recreation Centre, Cnr Kings and Martins Roads, Parafield 
Gardens, SA Adelaide Convenor: Graham Elliott
64th Australian Square Dance Convention
20 -24th May 2024  Darwin Convenor: Marilyn Van Sambeeck
65th Australian Square Dance Convention
Queensland Convenor: Nev McLachlan

AUSTRALIAN NATIONAL SQUARE DANCE CONVENTION BOARD
Chairman: Nev McLachlan Qld Email: nevbevmclachlan@outlook.com

Executive Secretary: Anthea Matthews, 18 Sinai Place, Lockridge WA 6054 0432 611 553

Treasurer: Bev McLachlan, Qld, (07) 5445 1238

ALL WEB SITES WILL BE ACCESSED FROM THE NATIONAL HOMEPAGE (SEE BELOW)

SQUARE DANCING AUSTRALIA HOMEPAGE

URL: http://www.squaredanceaustralia.org

E-mail: admin@squaredance.org.au or   

Info Line 1800 643 277 Free Call from Mobiles & Landlines

Goulburn 2022 Venue
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TAWS at National in Brisbane 2008

49th ANSDC Brisbane Convenors: Leighton & Sandra Bloomfield




