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A recent article in an Australia-wide magat:inc said: " There is a new dance craze in 
Australia. It's called the Stomp. It's easy to do. All you do is take off your shoes and 
just stomp around to the tune of the music. That's all there is to it. Soon thousands 
of Australians will be dancing to this new craze" . 

Haven't we heard this before? When sqnare dancing first started it became a 
craze overnight. People had never heard of Bend the Line, Strip the Line and every 
other new-fangled line. They simply square danced. And what did they dance? "Oh, 
Johnnie," "Sioux City Sue", "Redwing", etc . Even now people will say: 'Square 
dancing-oh, yes, I loved it. 'Oh, Johnnie was terrific'." Surely there is a lesson in 
this. For something to be popular it has to be simple. Certainly there are exponents 
of any art, but if we only c"tcr for these exponents then we can only expect to have 
limited numbers. 
In more recent years I 

have seen teenagers who 
really enjoyed their square 

He no longer dances, for "After this, they're no 
this very reason. longer satisfied with the 

dancing go back time and In a recent letter Jim 
again to a beg~nners night. Vickers-Willis, of Melbourne, 
They were simply interested wrote: 

simple dances, and they go 
through the old process of 
wanting more and more until 
they finally brown themselves 
off and disappear from square in enjoying dancing. They 

were not interested in ad
vancing to higher fields of 
movements. I have even 
known of dancers who would 
retire from a club once it 
reached a certain stage 'and 
not come back again until a 
new begin nets night was 
commenced. 

"As you know, over a dancing. I am quite certain 
number of years I have be- that it's only failure to real
lieved that the whole future ise this that is keeping square 
succcess of square dancing is dancing out of big time". 

way we miss many of these 
ne~-fangled here-today-gone
tomorrow moves that are 
plaguing American square 
dancing. However, is the 
middle of the road g?od 
enough? It still reqUIres 
many nights of teaching and 
to a stranger it is still com
plicated. 

The question to ask is this: 
Is it not possible to have 
beginner nights made simp
ler? Is it possible to have two 
distinct types of square danc
ing-one for the person who 
just likes to shuffle around 
and the other for the one who 
wishes to become an expert? 

. Only the other day a 
friend of mine, one of the 
first to ever square dance in 
Sydney, said to me: ' "If you 
want square dancing to be
come the rage again you must 
make it simple; so simple 
that anyone can walk in off 
the street and en joy them
selves immediately and con
tinu.e to enjoy themselves 
without hours of instruc-
tion". 

tied up . with elimin~~tin{!. 
complicated dancing and 
keeping it so simple that 
everyone can join in on all 
occasions. I t might interest 
you to know that I have ex· 
perienced in different districts 
with charity shows the fact 
that where I teach a woup 
and keep it very simple, 
these people come back and 
don't mind the repetition of 
dances. However, once some 
of them go off to another 
caller who is teaching more 
advanced classes, they be
come what you might call 
'spoiled'. 

So, then, we have two 
extremes. Jim Vickers-Willis 
at one end and the night
mare hot-rod caller who 
simply must call new num
bers and movements earlier 
and quicker than anyone 
else. The majority of our 
callers are what may be 
termed the "middle of the 
roaders". In fact, many of 
our callers ignore new Amer
ican movements until they 

I feel sure this is one of 
the great problems of our 
time. It should be possible 

become common movements to walk in off the street and 
in several dances and have . commence dancing. What do 
proved themselves. In this you think? 
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Bundanoon 
Report. 

,The 1964 Bundanoon especially to express its grati-
iii eek-end has come and tude to these teams and their 
;one and certainly proved to trainers . . The time and effort 
Je a credit to all concerned. obviously spent in training 
)orne 240 attended this year, for this event led to a very 
vhich, though not a record, creditable -perfo~inance . T h e 
lemonstrates the popularity judges, Bundanoon Club 
,f this annual event. Two members, all visibly aged a t 
ninor complaints were reg- the thought of having to 
stered: one from the four , make their decision: Never
mfortunates who "just hap- theless they accepted the 
Jened" to be placed in the c~allenge and the official 
'uest house rooms immedi- results were: 
'tely adjacent to the Friday Bronze: Starlighters ( Ron 
Light dance room; the other Jones . trainer) 
rom "Whelan the Wrecker" , Silver.: , Wa'ggonwheelers 
rltp ~ttack.ed part of the . ( Ron Jones, trainer ). 
ri('kw~l'k round ,the garden Gold: Billabong R overs 
lith hIS car at 1.30 a.m. on C'l C h 11 t' ) 

1 yn ox e, raIner _ ,aturday and was prompt y . 
old to keep quiet about it. Our very .5m cere thanks 

The competition was held go to Bund~noon Club mem-
l -' the main dance on bel'S for theIr warm welcome, 
uIlng , , f " d 1 t 
' t d n'ght This is now per ect organIsatIOn an as , ,a ur ay 1., ' 1 h " 

' d 's the SocIety 's but by no means east , t elI ecognlse a , " b k 
nnual competition, and It bea~t. s_upper . W e l~ be a~ 
,roved very eh tertaining and agam , n ext year If they 11 
olourful. The Society ~ishes have us. 
" """, ,, ,, j ll" "' IIII I" "I ' '' 1I11111 111 11111 1111 IImumlmUlIII I I IIII II I I I IIl Il III' irll l ll l ll:: :::: :: : : : : : : :: : :::: ~ :::: : :: ::: :::: ~::: : ::: : :::::: ::::;: ::: : ::::: : :::: : :::: : :::: : ::~: : :: :::: : : :'l ltmm: tll ll lllll l l ll : II II, ' m I I U I· ' III·1I I CALLERS " """ '~P'~l'; " " ;": : :: ::: : :: : : :: : :: :l" 

. ;~ ,,=~~ ' Ii 
CLASS ~~ ,,- " 

Applications , are being called for enrolment in the 
New South Wales Society's 

Queensland 
Convention 
"Terrific" 41 

(By Graham Rigby, Queen5lands) 
Yes, it was terrific-Queensland's Third State Square 

Dance Convention at Binna Burra Lodge, Beechmont, 
high in the Lamington National Park, on March 13, 14 
and I S. T wo days and nights of fun unlimited, with lots 

of sq uare and round dancing, discussion groups, hiking, 
sports, etc. Let 's take the programme from the beginning. 
The Conveption swung into followed by a tab1e tennis tour-

action on the Friday ev·ening nament, completed the line-up. 
with a "h igh lever' dance (2,600 Then there were many side
feet high ), which moved along lights to the Convention which 
nicely. It was followed by a all who attended will long re
"Bings and Wogs" party and, in member, Gary Cohen, fOr ins
what seemed no time at all, tance, after his introduction, 
dancers were assembled for their accidentally stepped on the 
"roundup breakfast" - a short microphone cord, breaIG~ng it 
dance session, aft er which each and causing temporary difficulty, 
gent. escorted his partner to and .then called, appropriately 
breakfast, enough, "You ' Do Something To 

TV COVER Me", Then there was the tele. 
Don Higgins then presented vision ' cameraman whO' climbed 

his round dance session which a ladder -to obtain better shots, 
was later followed by the fasci- only to find, to his horror, that 
nat.jng "Progressive Squares" the ladder had been fr·eshly 
called by Graham !Rigby. ' The painted. 
dancing was televised' by BTQ These, thel!, were the scenes 
Channel 7, Df Brisbane, and at the ThIrd state Square 
this, together wi.th a radio and Dance Convention at Binna 
press cover, made first-class Burra-forty-three hours of fun 
publicity. An interesting discus- which ~aS&ed all too quickly., 
sian panEl was chaired by Peter When wlil the next one be held? 
J ohnson senior immediately In 1966; but perhaps you had 
after lunch, and this was fOl- better register now - the rush 
lowed :tLY a hike to Flat Rock will certainly :tiC on. 
with guide Les Newman leading 
the way. Gl I C 11 The Can v e n t ion Feature . en nnes a s 
Dance drswa crOwd of one 
hundredl an d fifty to the large 
Beechmont Public Hall on the. 
Saturday night, At the micro-
phone were callers Graham 
Rigby, Peter Johnson, !Rodney 
McLachlan , DDn Higg'ins, Eric 
Wendell and Johnny Wilkinson 

Laurie and Kit Spalding have 
asked that we pass on to .all 
our readers a recommendation 
to' travel north on ·their next · 
holiday trip, 

CALLERS' CLASS, commencing 
SATU RDAY AFTERNOON, MAY 2) 

(thence weekly) 
Applications must be made through a club and be 

.. " , - with a special appearance of 
Gary Cohen! Interstate visitors 
from New South Wales were 

~ ~ , Jack and Claire IColes and Allen 
Fairweather . A fabulous hike to 
the Coomera F.alls on Sunday, , countersigned by a recognised caller __ 

~Ul l l ll l ltll ::III1' h lll ll mll ll lll' ; I1 I1' '' ' ' ' tl l l lm l : ~ I I!I I, ~ lIlImm 11II1I : lIll i lllllllll l1 l1 !: l!Il l lm j llll l l ' : lllm : IIII III III II : 1I 1111 1 1 1 11 1 1111 11111 1 11 111 111 111 1 111111 1 1 1 111111 1 1111 1 1 1111 1 11 1 1 1 11'1 1 1I lii: :: 
111111111 111 11 111 11::1:1:1 111 11 11 ,1111111111' 1111111111111 1:1:1 11111111 '1111 111111'111111: >11111111111 :1:111111: '111111111:11111:11 111 1111111 11 11 1111 11111 1111 1111111 1,111 11111 1, 11'1111 " " " """" , ,,,, , ,,,,, , ,, , , , ," " " ;., 

Situated: on the New England 
Highway, about 350 miles from 
Sydney, Glen Innes is ·a major 
wool and fruit growing centre, 
It has every facility to entertain 
and amuse the holiday-maker 
and-oh, yes-it's the home of 
past-president Brian Ead:e and 
wife Pat. 

THE ,SQUARE DANCE 
Proudly announces 

SOCIETY 
the Ninth 

OF N. S. W. 
A.nnual 

Squore Donce Boll 
Saturday, May 30 - 8 p.m. to midnight 

at Paddington Town Hall 

Tickets now available from club secretaries. 
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Two Sides to a ~oin 
(By Tom McGrath) 

On one side of the coin you have the square dance 
caller. Here is a fellow who took up calling as a hobb.y. 
Then he thought he might even make some money at It. 

Well what- he did find out way by saying "Good night, 
was th~t he had to buy and friends, I am happy that you . . " maintain expensIve eqUIp' came. 
ment, buy records, pra?tise There are only two sides 
and practise in his free tIme. to a coin, so it must be on 
He must be the first person the edge of the coin that we 
in the hall and the last to plac'e callers and square 
leave the hall. He wor· dancers who volunteer to 
ries and frets about pleas- serve as, executives and ' com. 
ing the dancers. Gives freely mittee members for their 
his own spare time to back club and society. They know 
up the dubs and Society in that when they take the job 
all events that are held during they can't please everyone, 
the year. He works harder and yet no activity nor orga. 
than anyone to bring in , new nization can exist without 
dancers ~nd to hold the old someone to take the helm. 
dancers. Yes, he took up call· These jobs pay nothing except 
ing as a hobby, and he still some inner satisfaction, but 
loves the work, only he knows they take up lots of free time, 
now that he will never get cause personal worry and ex. 
rich. So, on your next dance pense. Ask an executive offi. 
night, square dancers, when cer of a club or society why 
yon are getting ready to leave he does his job and he will 
the hall for home, go up to say " Someone has to do it." 
that hoarse, tired caller who No there isn't room on 
is packing up his equipment, either side of the coin for 
and say: "Good night, Mr. these people, but at the next 
Caller we had a wonderful annual meeting of your club 
time 'to-night", and by his or society why not go and 
smile you will know he has demonstrate to them that you 
found some payment for his appreci~te their efforts on 
labours. your behalf? 

On the other side of the So all these people go into 
coin you have the square the "make.up" of the won· 
dancers who took up square derful pastime of squ~re 
dancing as a hobby. They dancing, whose motto IS: 
went to beginners' classes and "Square dancing is fun ~or 
pushed and pulled for months everyone" _ and it contams 
until they learned square something for everyone, from 
dancing, and will . still, on the excitement of a big gala 
occasion, help out WIth a new evening to the quiet social 
beginners' elass, and push and side of a women's club; a 
pull some more. They always place for shy people, and a 
think their caller is the best place for people who love to 
caller in square dancing, evel'! mix with everyone. A togeth. 
if others do refer to him as erness seldom found any. 
"Old Foghorn". They are where ' in these modern days. 
very loyal to their caller and The morals of a Sunday 
club. On those cold, rainy school class and yet a toler· 
niO'hts or hot, sweltering ance of others' faults you will 
nights they don't stay home not find at just any old dance. 
No. they' show up at the All these things, then, are 
da~ce because they won't let square dancers and square 
the others down. So next dancing; and someday when 
dance niO'ht, Mr. Caller, these square dancers meet old 
when you t> see the tired ~ut St. Peter, he will smile and 
happy square dancers gettmg say, "Come in. friends , you 
ready to go home, add o~e are just in tune tor the 
last smile to see them on theIr round up". 

ConventiO.I1 
News 

The Convention is now only six month~ away, and i 
is time to start thinking about those book~ngs .. Newcastll 
will be well represented. They have the rIght Ide.a: the~ 
are chartering a bus, and have a good .number at th.IS stage 
This is an excellent idea aDd may even catch on I~l othc. 
States. Weare including a rough programme at tllIS stagl 
as it is too early to give it in detail. 

Friday, October 2: Entertainment to b~ announc~~. . . 
Saturday afternoon: Short tour, opemng of CO~1VC_ILo 

and other features. , , 
Saturday night: Gala Convention Dan?e. . ' . 
Sunday; all day and evenin~: Convent LOn dlSCUSSlO:lS, rx, ; 

dancing and square dancmg. . , 
Accommodation: Private Hotel. £1/17/6 and £2/2 0 

Bed and Breakfast pel' person per el. 
Motel: From £2/10/0 per person per da 

Early Bookings will be greatly appreciated. 

Special Sydney 
Information 

(2). FOr those wishing to tra, 
to Melbourne from Sydn 
by train, .the SOciety 
willing to handle bookin 
ona bulk scale, there 
obtaining the following I 

turn rates: 

(1). As mentioned in the New
castle News, Newcastl,e Club 
is planning to charter a 
coach for the round trip. 
If there is difficul ty in 
attaining the required num
bers, Sydney dancers will 
be called on to fill the 
empty seats. 

1st Class .. . . .. £8 19 
2nd Class . .. ' . . £3 15 
-Sleeper · (optlonal) £1 17 

The 

extra each w 

Night You Have Been Waiting For 

"THE 
A 

RED CENTRE" 
FILM EVENING 

by Jim White 
Scenes of Alice Springs, Palm V alley, The 
Ormiston and Glen Helen Gorges and Ayers 

Olgas, 
Rock, 

and Aborigines in their nativ2 state. 

Friday, 17th April, 8 p.m. 
At the home of Edna Blackwell, 
. 2 Victoria Avenue, Middle Cove 

EVERYONE EXCEPT THE @lw'" ,:::> 
.~.' ." '.::::J. 

BEATLES 
Should have a "Bolot" Tie 

PRICED FROM 10/6 TO 1S( 
PACIFIC SQUARE DANCE SUPPLIES 

BOX 55, SWANSEA, N.S.W. 
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Your 

Dance 

Diary 
* Denotes a rest:!'iction on nUmiber .. 

applies; ring the number shown 
before attending. (B) denotes begin
ner standard. 
MONDAY 

NEW SOUTH WALES 
PUNCHBOWL-(B), Ron Jones. Old 

R.S.L. Hall. UY7118. . 
CARLTNGFORD-(B). Harry Jack

son. 2nd & 4th . . I:o!dli; rs' Memor
ial Hall. WL1549. 

DUNDAS - (Allemanders). Harrv 
Jackson. 1st. & 3d, T,:'Wn Hall. 
WL1549. 

RHODF·S-Roy Welch. 2nd & 3rd, 
Sea Scouts Hali. Ryd3 Bridge. 
LY9Q08. 

NE:WCAS'I1LiE' - Brian Hotchkiss, 
Y.M.C.A., King st. Q-I0 55. 

TUES;n,AY 
ROSE BAY--Lucky Newton and Les 

Hitchen. Church Hall, corner of 
Dov·er Rload and Old South Hea::! 
iR:oad. (Also, beginners in L<)~'er 
Hall, i.e., 2 dances). 

WEDNESDAY 
BELMORE-Be v Pickworth, Scout 

BaH, Lark street. UW416ti. 
RBODE.::; ROUND DANCE-Jack & 

Avis INlimm.o. Fourth W'ed. Sea 
Scout Hall, Ryde. Bridge. 85-3180. 
(R. Dickson) . 

NORTH RYDE-(B) . Tom McGrath. 
North Ryde School Qof Ar,ts. 

MACQUiARIE ROUNDUP CLUB _. 
Hank Johannessen. White,t ridge 
Community Hall. Alternate ,Wed
nesdays. Phone Swansea 643. 

THURSDAY 
CAMPSIE~,on Jones. Empire Hall, 

Beamish st. UY7118. 
HlGliiSTVILLE-(B). Bev Pickworth. 

Laurie Leich Memorial Hall, Don
ald Street. UW4166. 

NEUTRAL BAY-(B). Wal Crichton 
and Terry O'Flaherty. Big Bear 
Sup3rmarket Ballroom, Military 
Rload. XJ5832. 

NAREMBURN-Vince Spillane. 1st 
& 3rd. Congregational Hall. 944186. 

KOGARAH BAY-(B) Doug Ed
wards. Progress Hall. lJU5415. 

FRIDAY 
COlJLAROY PLATEAU - (B) Len 

Woodhead'. Progress HaH, Hall 
Avenue. JF1205. 

ST. IVES-(B). Roy Welch. Metho.
dist Church Hall. LY9208. 

HAMILTON --< (Newcastle). Hank 
Johannessen. Transport Hall. 
57-2771. 

SATURDAY 
BELMOiRE-* iRlJIn Jon3s. 3rd Sat

urday. Scout Hall, Lark street. 
UL5330. 

BELMORE - (Belmore iRrunblers). 
Ron Jones. Fourth Sat. Scout 
Hall, Lark Street. UY7118. 

Victorian 
Jottings 
WHERE DOES THE MAGIC 
COME FROM? 

St.:r.,:,:yside ClUb on Saturday 
night is a lways good, but no,w 
ann then something happens
take last week for instance. 
Ron told US that Bev and Jess 
Pickworth W2re coming tram 
Sydney for the week-e:nd, and 
although it was a holiday week 
end there would be no leave 
passes far that night. Every:ne 
took him at his word and 
turned up. to make it the usual 
bright night. 

The- evening started Mf with 
perhaps a slight feeling of ner
vous excitement. We had two 
sets da-·essed most attractively, 
and everyone E.lse donned their 
best just to show that square 
dancing at the Sunnyside Club 
is not cracking up (like the 
bridge) . 

There it was, early in the 
evening; w~ were all experienc
ing that something extra, the 
magic of square dancing ; we 
were all having ,curse;v·es ·a won
derful night. Next thing we 
knew, Bev was on stage calling 
for the next round up, and the 
thrill of dancing to a great 
caller c.apped off a great night. 
Thanks again Ron and Ella. 

Ka'thi·e Penhalluriak. 

* * * TENNIS CLUB NEWS 
This club meets every Wed

n esday fortnight. This year the 
club has ,t ·"en fortunate in 
bringing in a few more J::e6in
ners, andl the dancing is of 
intel'mediate standard. Nights 
fO::Jor April: 8th and 22nd. All 
welcome. 

* '* * VISITORS TOo MEL,BOURNE 
We hope the Pickworth s' n ext 

visit to our lovely Dandenongs 
will be a little cooler. Bev ex
perienced the feeling of b~ing on 
fire, and realized that a oo,x of 
matches in his shirt pocket had 
e~loded with a bang. These 
Sydney caners sure do get a bit 
hot under ,the collar - the re
sult: one ruined shirt. FOl·tun
ately everyone, includ1ing Bev, 
had a goad sense of humour. 

Had a most enjoyable night 
of square dimcing with Jim and. 
Bernyce Fogarty from Califor
nia on their one-night stay in 
Melbourne. We were sorry that 
their stay was so short, but the 
most was made of this night. 

Ken Johnson was another 
visitor for one ,night, on his 
way through to Tasmania on 
holidays. Hope you enjoyed your 
tour, K en. 

Square dancing is certainly a 
delightful way to make friends. 

* * * HAPPY VALLEY CLUB 
Party Night, May 2. 18ome. 

along to 'Our Super Mystery 
Night! 

We have been very happy 
to welcome Western Australian 
caller Don Shadforth and his 
dainty little wife, Elsie, to our 
club. This pleasant couple stay
ed in MeIbourne tior a fortnight, 
and were a t!e to join in the fun 
at the Moomha Square Dance 
as wel! a~ visit Ron Why,te at 
Cau]field~ the Round Dance 
Club, Eric Clarke at Frankston, 
and our sister club at Camber
wel!. We enjoyed the calling and 
the C8 m.p any and wish · the 
Shadifcrths a' safe trip home, 
and send greetings to all our 
West Australian friends. Keep 
those circles squaring! 

-!7 "i':J; <; 
CAMBE,RWELL CI.,UB 

OUr rr"embzrs are looking 
forward to our annual weEk-end 
away at Th3 Cumberiand Guest 
House, Marysville, on June 29. 
Bookings are filling rapidly, but 
rin g '694921 if you are interested, 
just in case. 'We wish we could 
take mar", but 74 is the most 
we can squeeze in. 

Rling the abovp also if you 
wi~h tickets for our thea.tre 
party nisht for Camelot at Her 
-Majesty's on Thursday, May 28. 
Proceeds will be in aid of Llur 
sixth Mt:lbourne Higi1 Gala 
Night. 

* * '* HAPPY NIGHT AT 
EOX fiLL 

On February 29 the commit
tee of the Box Hill and District 
Hospital conducted a spechl 
Leap Year square datlCe in aid 
of its candidate, Miss W,er .. dy 
Newett, who is an elntrant in 
tht: Miss Box Hll! Qu~st. The 
dance was held in lh~ new 
R.S.L. Hall to the calling of 
Ron Menni:~, and ~welve sets 
joined in the fun of squaring 
and roundlup. The night was 
vot.ed a success, and the com
mittee hinted that further 
nights may follow. 

* '* '* S'UNSHINE <JLUB 
On April 25 th~ squarr; dance 

to be condu(;~ed at the Sun<;hine 
Presbyterian Church, Anderson 
Road, Sunsi1in'!, will re-open for 
the CUlTf~Dt, yca~'. The club is 
rUlI on the l?'t Sal,urc]w; of 
each min : \1 and tho :'f\ller' w.il 
\·.c Ron M")"1'li·~. 

sgu 
w 

A Round-up I 

Jim White p 
round of golf 
of the Bun 
considering his 
Jim tells me, 
carry Felicity 
plete with cluJi 
five holes. Hot * ' 

During discu: 
arrangements 1 
I:all, set down 
was decided th 
tion danCing, ai 
would be repeai 
an open, one cl 
so start that tra 
tel's to be used 
Reason" and ... 
cords of thes€ 
available throu. 

~ (,. 
The National) 

pionships were 
Sydney Town HI 
March 21. Four 
partioipated in 
dance section. : 
Paradancers (Is 
(2nd), and Dix 
Once again we ; 
the teams for 
contribution tow 
square dancing. 

* V. Harking back 
for a moment, i 
be remembered f 
years a:ty two . co 
cular as the taw! 
sive glow worm 
with the help c 
full camping gel: 
nic detection 
hope to be more 

* * There was so 
TOm and Chick 

Me] 

BARBEe] 
INQUIi 

DO] 
= I 

f.",11I!1I1I1I1I1II1I1I1II1I1I1II1I1I1I1I1I1I1I1I 
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~RE 

IRL 
N,S.W. News 

ed a very good 
1 the Saturday 
to on Weekend 
landicap", This, 
as having to 
.aymond, com-

over the last 
I'asn't it, Jim? 

* ons on final 
, the annual 
,r May 30, it 

the competi
beld last year, 
i. This means 
;s competition, 
ing. The num
re "You're the 
pperary". Re
numbers are 

Ron Jones. 

* ,llroom Cham-
held in the 

on Saturday, 
. ydney squares 

the ;sQ!uare 
~sult~ were:
, Star lighters 

Stars (3rd). 
e indebted to 
heir valuable 
id publicising 

* o Bundanoon 
will probably 

r quite a few 
DIes in parti
with the elu-

Next year, 
local guides, 
and electro

p·aratus·, we 
mccessful. 

* Ie talk that 
t.icGrath had 

commandeered all the glow 
worms when t hey blew a fuse 
in their car and all the lights 
went out. This just do,sn't 
sound! like them. !Nb moon, no 
lights, can't drive the car? 

* * * 'Len and Rene Woodhead left 
Sydney on March 17 for a six 
weeks cruise to J apan. Len has 
premi~ed to write a feature art
icle for the Revi·ew when he gets 
back, entitled "Swing Your 
Geisha" or "Square Dance in 
the Tea House". Ron Jones has 
offered to look after Len's 
Colorado Platters ClUb during 
his absence. 

l:J. J::J. 4-
Jim White will be sho·wing 

his f ascinating colour slide ser
ies Entit'ed "The Red Heart" 
on April 17 at Edna Blackwell's, 
2 Victoria Avenue, Middle Cov~. 
These slides were taken on Jim's 
vis.it to Alice Springs and dis
trict late las t year and are a 
real eye opener to those who 
haven't been there. A 3/ - ad
mission will be charged and 
proceeds will go to the Society. 

l;}- 4J. l;}-
It seems than many square 

dancers will soon be using a 
new excuse for giving the game 
a.way. It's too dangerous! Marge 
Darke (Rose Bay) was knocked 
out at a dance reoently and was 
told by her doctor several days 
later that her nose was hroken. 

i:r *' * The 'other week Bev Pickworth 
decided to see how Roy Welch's 
new show at st. Ives was pro
grrssing. H e turned: UP at the 
st. Ives Maw nic Hall instead 
of the Methc'dist Church Hall, 
complete with Bolot tie, etc., 

unaware that a Stomp show 
was in progress. 

About half-way to the stage 
Bev noticed some p Eculiar looks 
being levelled at him, and said: 
to one fellow "I'm looking for 
a square dance; seems like I'm 
in .the wrong hall. " "I'll ---
say so", was the reply. Where
upon Bev crawle:i, out without 
further comment. 

* "*' *: Tom McGrath, you had: better 
watch out at your new North 
Ryde show. That big fella called 
Ernie who brought along a 
squar.e is a fair cop. 

El'nie may be seen any day 
of the week in Pacific Highway, 
North Sydney, helping children 
cross the road. Last year he 
jumpedl on a runaway bulldozer 
and stoPP3d it. Careful, Tom! 

Nice to see you and Elva back 
after so many y~ars, Ern. 

* * -(;:( That Adelaide TV show shown 
on 'I1J'N -9 Sydney on Sundays 
sure had some effect. Within 
one hOUl' someone rang the 
Squar.~ Dance SOCiety of N.S.W. 
asking for a beginners' night. 
There were also several fol1ow
ups later in the week. 

* * * InCidentally, what about some 
clubs putting in their telephone 
number as well? The success of 
the Society telephone numbel' 
proves that having a number in 
the phone book is a d·efinite 
must. 

* -k * A special rO:J,uest has been r'3-
ceived from Bundanoon memter 
Dennis Taylor for anyone know_ 
ing anything about a square 
dlance club in the Wollongong 
district. Dennis moved there 
recently from Bundanoon and 

' has to travel quite a distance 
for his entertainment. 

* * * DATES TO REMEMBER 
April 17 : Slide night at Edna 

Blackwell's. 
May 30: Annual Ball. 
June 14-16: Newcastle Queen's 

hirthday week-end. Full 
details next month. 

October 2-4: National Conven
t ion, Melbourne. 

October 10-11: Waratah Festival 
week-end. Annual Soci
ety Picnic at Audley. 

bourne's Mystery Car 
Trial 

SUNDAY, APRIL 12, at 2 p.m. 
starting at Royal Ballroom Exhibition Buildings 

TEA (bring your own). SQUARE DANCE in the Evening 
ES: Ron Mennie, Ray Saunders, 884834. Ron Whyte 951496. 

Vi TION Hi I- PER CAR. -<' BE IN THE FUN! ~ 
11111 !I1111111111111111111 11111111111111111 111111111111111111111111111111111111111 11111111111111111111 1 1111 11111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111I111111111111i1;. 

Your Dance Diary 
N. S. WALES~Continued 

BELROSE-Villce Spillane. 2nd S'at. 
Ralston Avenue. 94-4186. 

B'EILROSE-(B) ; Vince epillane. ht 
Sat. Ralston Avenu~. :l4-4186. 

FENSHURST-(B). Arthur Gates. 
Scout Hall. Conn~lly S treet. 

CHATSWOOD-Wal Crichton and 
Terry O'Flaherty. ':ongregational 
Hall, Anderson Street. XJ5832. 

DUNDAS-Harry Jack~on . Fourth 
Satunl1ay. Town Hall. WL1549. 

G RIEENWICH- * iRon Jones. First 
Saturday. Community Centre, 
Greenwich R.oad. XM2292. 

KOTARA (Newcastle) - Hank Joh
annessen. 1st & . 3rd. Church of 
England Hall , Grinsell st. LU3'9110. 

QUEENSLAND 
FRIDAY 

ASHGROVE-Graham Ri:!" by. St. 
Barnabas' Hall, Tram stop 12. 
56-1251. 

EANDGATE-Peter Johnse n. Scout 
Hall. 96-3813, 

SLAjCK'S CREEK- Mervyn Harri
son. Square Dalloce Ba rn. 

SATURDAY 
GREENSLOPES - Peter J·8hnson. 

Scout Hall. 9·6-3813. 
COOPEIRS PLAINS-Graham 'Rligby. 

Monthly. Memorial Hall. 561251. 
IPSWICH-Grah am Rigby. Monthly. 

North Ipswich S::out Hall. 561251. 

SOUTH AUSTRALIA 
MONDAY 

T'HE'BARTON - CoUn Huddleston 
andl R. Weanr. Assembly Hall. 
454556 . 

WALKERV.l.LLE-(B). Brian Town
send. Druids' Hall. 

THURSDAY 
CLARENCE' PARK-*Clarence Park 

Institute Private Clu b. Colin 
Huddlest8n. Country & Western 
Style Club. Colin Hu{d'.eston and 
Allan Frost. 45-4556. 

FRIDAY 
CAMDEN-(B). Colin Huddleston,. 

Fortnightly. Camden Hall. 45 -4556. 
SATURDAY 

OOLONEL LIGHT GARDENS-(B). 
CoHn Huddleston and R. Weaver. 
Monthly. M::! thodist Hall . 45-4556, 

TO"IRENSV1:l.LE-(B) . Colin Hudd
leston and R. Weaver. Monthly. 
Methodri3t Church HalJ; Hayward 
Avenue. 45-455,3. 

BROADVIEW - (B) . Allan Frost. 
Fortnightly. st. Phillip's Church 
01 England Hall. 6>3-1351. 

VICTORIA 
TUESD·AY 

CAMBERWELL-Les S c h rod e r , 
Footbal! Favilion, Camberwell Rd. 
69-4921. 

WEDNESDAY 
CAULFIELD-Ron Whyte. Fort

nigh tly. Tennis O:ub, Balaclava 
Roa d. XL1496. 

THURSDAY 
CAULFIELD-RJound Dance. Edna 

Batchelor. Tennis Club, Bal'aclava 
R c,ad. 501470. 

SATURDAY 
CAUiL.FIELD'- (S u n n y s i dJ ·e). Ron 

Whyte. Bowling Club, Queen's 
Avenue. 95-1496. 

WIDL·ISON - <Happy VaHey). Les 
Schroder. Scout Hal!, Fordham 
Avenue. MX4921. 
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SQUARE 
YOUR 
SETS 

( Queensland News in Brief ) 

"SOUTH PACIFI:C" PARTY 
Friday, April 24, is the date 

set for Ashgrove's eleventh 
annual "South Pacific" party, 
and a big nigh t is planned. The 
hall will he lavishly decorate:! 
in "South Pacific" s tyLe, and 
dancers are invited to dress in 
,their most attractive beachwear . 
The programme includes danc
ing, films, novel ti·es an::li sur
prises. Don't miss it. 

* * * SQU~RE DANCE BARN 
Something new has ,t·een 

added to the square dance 
scene in Queensland 'and is 
creating considerable interest in 
the area. When the h all rental 
was increased! at Slack's Creek, 
it ,became impossible for the 
club to dance at the local hall ; 
but, fortunately, -a farmer offer
ed his -barn, and installed a 
brand n 8lw fi oor for dancing. Is 
there anvt,her square da-nce 
barn in Australia? 

* * * SANDGATE B IIRTHDAY 
The '''B-Bar-L Hoedrowners", 

of sandgate celebrate their 
third annivel'sary on Friday, 
April 3, and 'a night Of fun i!;1 
in store. This friendly club, 
which meets weekly at the Brit
ish Ladies' Hall, Sandgate, ex
ten-dts an invitation to all square 
dan cers who may wish to join 
in the g'ai-ety. 

* * * MILTON "SPECIAL" 
It was, indeed, a speCial night 

at Milton on Thursday, March 
12, when caller Don Higgins 

-hosted an evening of square 
danclng in honour of interstate 
guests J ack and Claire COles, of 
Sydney. All of Brisban:'s callers 
'and many top danoers gathered 
for the occasion, and the pro
gramme swung along' at a merry 
pace. 

ST. IVES 

FORTNIGHTLY 
The highly successful Cooper's 

Plains Club, which has been 
dancing monthly on Saturday 
nig'hts, now meets forllnightly 
at the Memorial Hall. Two com
petitions .are creating great 
Il1terest~.firstly, the naming of 
th e clue, and the poster contest; 
there are prizes for the winning 
of Each. 

* * * SOCIETY CAR RALLY 
Advance notic-e is given of the 

Society's annual Car Rally, 
which will move off fr.om the 
Windsor Council Chambers on 
S unday, May 24, for a destina
tion unknown . It will be an all
bitumen course, with the rally 
commencing at 1 p .m. There 
will be a barhecue, bonfire and 
fireworks upon arrival. 

* * * NEW PUBUCITY OFFICER 
It was with regret ,that Syd 

Leighton was forced , through 
private commitments, to resign 
his position as publicity officer. 
A meeting of the Society execu
tive was called, and Greg 
Hutson was unanimously re
turned to office. Thanks, Syd, 
fOr the fine jOb you did, and 
congratulations, Roy, on your 
r8appointment. 

* * * MEET THE NELSONS 
There ar-e ten .of them - Bob 

and Mavis Nelson and their 
eigh t child~'en - who recently 
made a square dance comeback 
at Ashgrove. And what a won
dE:rful family they are! The 
Nelsons are preparing for de
monstrations in the near future. 
We're prOUd of them and they 
are Queensland's answer to the 
Sydney caller who had taught 
his family of eight children to 
square dance. 

Country & Western Style Dance 
(lst, 3r~ FInd 5t h Fridays) 

Married Couples Especially Welcome 
Learn to Square Dance Modern Style 

at Methodist Church Hall 
- Dancing 8--10.30. Caller: Roy Welch. LY 9208. 

Square Dance 
Society ofN.S.W. # 

Report of annual general meeting, March 15, 1964. 
"-

The 1964/5 executive of the above Society shall be:-

President 
Treasurer 
Secretary 
Senior Vice-President 
Vice-Presidents ... 

Public Relations 
(N.S.W. Editor "Review") 

In his report Laurie Spalding 
emphaSised our good standing 
finanCially and spoke of the 
variety and the effect of our 
many activities over the past 
twelve months. He warned of 
the dangers of over-confidence 
and of the need, in some quar
ters, for a tactful tightening 
of control, particularly where 
young'er teenage groups are 
concerned. In closing, Lauri~ 

expressed optimism in the fut
ure of square dancing in 
N.8.W., but stressed that since 
the SOCiety representsd. the 
dancers its strength could only 
grow with the individual dan
~er's support. 

~'I:~l" ~\i'~ ~ . 
The meeting went on to dis

cuss the Bundanoon week-end 
and it was decided that this 
would be held again next year, 
as wou~dl the annual picnic at 
Audley and the annual ball 
incorporating com pe t i t ion 
dancing. 

It was suggested and adopted 
by the meeting, that an Alan 
Blackwell Memorial Fund! would 
be set up to control the pro
ceeds from the annual Alan 
Blackwell Memorial Dance. 
Through this fund, the Society 

Laurie Spalding 
Bev Pickworth 
Felicity Raymond 
Tom McGrath 
Terry O' Flaherty 
Milton Hall 
Jim White 
John Chambers 

will -be able to offer financial 
assistanc~ to any member who 
is in need of it through circum
stances -beyond his or her 
control. 

The financial position was 
further improved by the receipt 
of a cheque from Bundanoon 
Club for approximately £27, 
being the profit, after expenses, 
Of the _ Bundanoon Dance. A 
further amount was promised 
if negotiations were successful 
to l'·educe the rent on the hall. 

_ It was decided that any fin
ancial member WOUld he able to 
receive -a copy of the ''IReview'' 
each month by direct post on 
the payment of a 5/ - postage 
fee . This means that an annual 
subscription of 7/ 6 will - cover 
membership Of the SOCiety and 
the direct postage of .this maga
zine each month. All inter-ested 
are asked to forward this amount 
to the secretary without delay. 

The meeting closed on a lig'he 
note with discussion of Len 
Woodhead's late arrival in com
pany with a certain young 
female dancer. (Name and add
ress withheld to avoid recur
rence) 

~,,~~~~,,~~~~,,~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

A HOLIDAY TO REMEMBER! 
WHEN IN SYDNEY STAY AT THE FABULOUS 

MANHATTEN HOTEL 
GREENKNOWE AVENUE, POTTS POINT 

THE LARGEST LUXURIOUS HOTEL OVERLOOKING 
BEAUTI FUL SYDNEY HARBOUR 

Suites, Rooms with Showers and Baths 
Single, Double and Family Rooms 

TARIFF: Bed and Breakfast from £2/ 2/ - p.p. Daily 

Phone: 35-1283 
~ 

-- - - --- - ._-------------



APR1L, 1964 "iSUUll'H PACIFIC SQUARE DANCE REVIEW" Page 7 

Melbourne Gets 
Off To An 
Early Start 

There is a simmer of expec
tation and excitement starting 
to invade us square dancers in 
Melbourne: it is what I will 
have to desoribe as "Conven
tion Fever". 

On Australia Day we had a 
gathering of squar,e dancers at 
Carrum and raised a tidy little 
sum toward Oonve,ntion expen
ses. Some of those who came 
expecting to square dance 
found themselves helping me 
net fishing. We got some nic~ 
bay trout and mullet and; a few 
Of tho~e present had some fish 
to take home. We were well 
supplied with callers ,that day. 
Ron Whyte had charge of 
those in the front, and Terry 
Bainbridge was calling in the 
t 'ack garden. 

We were also favoured with 
a young up-,and-coming folk 
sing,er, R;Qlbert Liersch, also a 
nice hill-billy song by a teen
ager, Jan. Other high spots in 
the entertainment were a r,eci
tation and some impromptu 
singing. 

Another thing that was very 
a,pparent on this day was that 
licorice is popular with square 
dancers young and old. 

We hope Lo meet again in 
Melbourne some of the friends 
my wife and I met in New
castle, particularly Dorothy .and 
Dan Thomas. (Hope theY r'ead 
this) . 

Chris Penhalluriak. 
Caulfi,eId, Melbourne. 

Society 
Art Union 
Success 

The Square Dancing SOCiety 
Of Queensland in its need of 
further finance, last November 
formed a ladies' auxiHary for 
that purpose. This auxiliary re
cently guaranteed the success 
of its Easter Art Union with 
two thousand tickets being 
offered for sale , the prize being 
a ~iant Easter Egg valued at 
£10/ 10/ 0. 

The period allotted for the 
sale Of tickets was six weeks, 
wit.h all Society clubs and sel
ected Brisbane shopping cen
tres to be visited in turn. The 
"Easter Bunny" offered his 
assistance and appeared at each 
location, entertaining with his 
"Bunny Hop", which created 
great interest. Members of the 
committe~ joined the ladies in 
this tig undertaking, and the 
art union was such a success 
that all tickets were sold in only 
four weeks. The Society has 
pl:ofited to the extent of nearly 
£100, and heartiest congratula
tions are extended: to the ladies' 
auxiliary, headed by Joi Pearce. 

'rhis, then, is a success story 
which other stat,es may wish to 
use for their benefit. It can be 
done - with teamwork all the 
way. To all who assisted the 
Society says: "Congratulations! 
You were magnificent!" 

SPECIAL ANNOUNCEMENT 
£01' 

N.S.W . SOCIETY MEMBERS 

Please note that we now have TWO 
annual subscriptions :--

(]) 2/6 per annum-membership only. 
(2) 7/6 per annum-membership plus 

one cop ... ' of the "Review" posted 
di.rect to you each month. 

Whichever you choose forward it now to: 
The Secretary, Box 1430, .P.O., Sydney. 

DANCE WITH EASE, STYLE AND CONFIDENCE WEARING 

Pro-lite and Pampere Non-Skid 
Square Dance Shoes 

Worn and Recommended by 
All Leading Professional and Amateur Dancers 

LEARN EASIER .. .. DANCE BETTER 
Enquiries from your Dance School or Teacher 

PERCE JUPP 
Orpheum Ballroom 
Cremorne Junction 

or contact 

Evenings 
WEEK-ENDS 

XY·7140 

RHODES SQUARE DANCE CLUB 

SQUARE DANCING 
8.00 to 10.30 p.m. 

2nd and 3rd MONDAY each month 
SEA SCOUT HALL, RHODES 

Caller ROY WELCH and GUEST CALLERS 

VISITORS WELCOME 

HAPPY MEDIUM STANDARD • 
A GOOD NIGHT 

WITH LATEST DANCES 

Rhodes Round Dance 
Enjoy RlOund Dancing at its best with J ack and Avis Nimmo 

Everybody welcome. Every 4th Wednesday at S~a Scouts" Hall 
RYDE BRIDGE - 8 to 10,30 

R. DICKSON. 85-3180 

M.S. W. Society 
"OPERATION 
BEGINNERS" 

The N.S.W. Society's "Operation Beginners' com· 
menced on Monday M arch 19, wi th no less than nine 
new <:lasses in Sydney plug one at Bu ndanoon being 
started between this date and March 20 . 

We sincerely believe that the effects of this campaign 
will be evident for m any years to come. More of these 
"smash' programmes are necessary to stimulate our acti
vity and build our stren gth in n u mbers . 
Of the 10 clubs started, only remainder report ing nil. Never

two were not successful. These theless the lesson has, been 
were the Penshurs t and Koga- learned and. another avenue of 
rah Bay Clubs, where att3l1d- thought has been investigated 
ance was not sufficient to war- and rejected . The SOciety has 
rant further attempts at the pledged itself to increase its 
present. The remaining eigh t membership by any means and 
groups reported goodl attendance as long as we are actively ex
and interest and, with promises perimenting in this way results 
of further support, express must be forthcoming. 
confidence. In the follow-up operation 

It is very interesting to note we need your support more than 
that five of the caUers par tici- at any othei' time. Hundreds of 
pating in this campaign are interested ob~ginners are needed 
graduates of the last two cal!- to maintain our new groups. 
ers' classes. The Society execu- Can we r ely on you? 
tive firmly believes tha t more Beginner dances are now in 
callers mean more dances, and operation at: 
more dances mean more dan- Punchbowl : Elxj-Servicemen's 
cers. For this reason , the new Hall, Rossmore Avenue, Mon-
callers' class which has been days. 
under consideration for some North Ryde : North Ryde School 
time is to be started at the of Ar ts, Wednesdays. 
earliest opportunity. The actual Hurstville: Laurie Leich Memo-, 
date has ;teen set for Saturday r ial Hall, Donald Street. 
afternoon, May 2. Applications Thursdays. 
for enrolment are sought from Neutral Bay: Big Bear Super 
all interested people and are Market BaUroom, Thursdays. 
'to be , made through chlbs and Gollar oy Plateau, Hall Avenue, 
countersigned by a recognised Fridays. 
caller. st. rves: Methodist Church hall, 

We regret that the radiO pub- 1st, 3rdi and 5th Fridays. 
licitv campaign in which the Rose Bay : Church Hall, Corner 
Socfety placed so much faith Dover &nd Old S outh Head 
was very clisa,ppointing, one or Roads, Tusedays. 
two clubs reporting very little Bundanoon: Al ternate Satur-
response from this source, the days. 
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Newcastle Where ore We Going? 
by Bill Castner, Lafayette, California) 

News 
Office-tearers for 1964 for 

Newcastle Squar·e Danc·e Club 
are: President, Arthur Hearne; 
secretary, Betty McCauley, 104 
Victoria street, New Lambton; 
treasur: r, Mick McCau:ey. 

'* * * ClUb members Ivor and Caro
line Vivian we·re congratulate:i 
on their recent weddung 3Jnd 
were the recipients N a 'weighty' 
wedding gift at the club's 
weekly dance in February. 

* * * All members were very happy 
to s·ee Winnie Hearne, wife of 
President Arthur, danCing again 
in March after a few months 
rest due to a broken foo t. 

i.r * * A hearty welcome was extend,_ 
ed to Roy and. Nancy Weich and 
to Betty and N~l'm Johnstone, 
who r ecently visited us from 
Sydney. Fortunately their visit 
coincided with the opening 
night of 1964 0'1 Kotara I:lu:t, 
and a happy night was ·enjoyed 
by the local club and Iby the 
visito·rs. 

* * * The "Y.M.C.A. Square Dance 
Club was featured on Friday, 
March 6, by a Newcastle TV 
station and:, though many l'agt
minute' arrangements had: to 
be made, all' went well, and 
already there has been a tele
phoned inquiry as to learners' 
classes. 

* * * On Saturday, March 7 the 
Y.M.C.A. Club held a barbecue 
and dance. With a cyclone 
blowing on South NEwcastle 
Beach, we are afr.aid t he har
becue was a washout in more 
ways than one, but the enthu
siasm of those who attended 
the evening danc e at the Y.M. 
C.A. was most heartening. 

* * * Church Demonstration 
Orr Tuesday, March 10, a 

demonstration group of three 
squares attended the Waratah 
Methodist Church Hall , and, 
judging from the intErest shown 
.t'Y other dancers in .the hall, 
we are hopeful o:f obtaining 
some new members. 

Too many cooks Spoil 
the Brlllh! 

Angus Cook recently won a 
o:·11ee pot as a lucky do 01' prize. 
This was subsequently claimed 
by his -charming wife, Audrey, 
but we understand that their 
daughter Susan, whose marriage 
will take place in January, has 
lodged h er claim for possession 
01 this article. 

* * * Brisbane Visiiors 
We were extremely p:eased to 

greet Peter and E.velyne John
son, from Brisbane, at one of 
our r·ecent Friday night func
tions, and also to receive from 
them bota messages of kind! r·e
gards from a number of our 
Brisbane friends who attended 
the Newcastle Convention. 

p.eter also completed a very 
successful evening by calling 
two brackets. 

* * * Convention Ca.pers 
At the present time two of 

OUr members ar·e in course of 
organising a bus to attend the 
Meltournf. Convention, and 
from the required number of 30 
have already been able to se'cure 
16 potential starters. 

* * * It DOES Pay to Demonstrate 
As a result of a demonstra

tion given last year we were 
able to welcome 11 new dancers. 

* '* -{;:( 

Combined Picnic 
A ccmhmed picnic of all 

Newcastle district clubs has 
czen suggested, and at this 
stage the favourite spots nomi
nate·q' are: Freeman's Wruter
holes Taree, Mount Sugarloaf, 
Nobbys Beach. Should .any 
dancers from Sydney Ol' other 
States eV£r visit Newcastle in 
future, would they please con
tact our s·ecretary, Betty Mc
Cauley (52-277'll who could 
then advis.:; t.hem if there .. is a 
dance on that night? ' 

-(;:( '* '* If thEre is no da.nce officially 
organised we can assure you 
that Betty will organise one for 
Our visitors. 

Republished by courtesy of American Squares 
PART II, continued from last month 

In 1947 Dr. Shaw Herb Greg
ger"on and Jimmy 'Clossm were 
the touri cg callers of the day. 
During his travels one year, Dr. 
Shaw picked up some new 
dances. As he continued his 
travels he passed them on 
wherever he went. He planted 
some new ideas, inCluding al
lemandoe thaI', waggon wheel, 
weather vane and harlem ros
ette. 

These new dances were taught 
as danees, not as basics. They 
were taught in whole, not in 
part, Allemande thaI' consisted 
of the whole call with the alle
mande, the right and left, the 
forming of the star, the get out 
and into another star, and fin
ally the get out and finding of 
partner and the promenade 
home. 

These were new dances, not 
new bas:cs. In fact, the idea of 
allemande thaI', or wag'gon 
wheel or Al.amo style being 
interrupted by a grand right 
and left was not thought of until 
six or ~ev·en years later. 

What lovely fuel for the doom 
criers' fire. In many of the 
national magazines of that day 
new dances and the purveyors ' 
of them were burned in effigy. 

Nationally we may have had 
10,000 dancers. 

Then in 1948 Fenton (Jonesy) 
Jones recorded an al.tum o.f four 
excellent singing cal! sides, two 
exceJl.ent patter call sides, and a 
two-sided record for callers. 
Soon Imperial, Columbia, Capi
tol, Folkraft, and Folk Dancer 
were all recording callers and 
square dance instrumentals for 
the call2r. 

In 1950, several years a.fter 
AMERICAN SQUARES was 
founded, Bob Osgood started a 
new magazine called Sets In 
Order and began publishing a 
new dance or Jbasic each month. 
One of these was red hot. As 
the story goes, Bob had heard 
Ray Smith of Dallas call it at 
one of Ray's dances. Bob's re
membered version was different 
from the one Ray had published 
in his book and soon two differ
ent versions of the same call 
were being done all over the 
country. 

This mish-mash, coupled with 
the hassle of do-ci-do and do
pa-so and the regional argu
ments over cross trail thru, 
must have brought forth paeans 
of exultation from the doom 
criers. "Too many new basics". 
"Too many variations of new 
basics". "Where will it ever 
stop?" Of course by this time 
we had over 25,000 dancers 
nationally. 

Beginner classes, until this 
time, had ranged from six to ten 
weeks in length. We taught them 
the things we teach them now, 
such as grand right and left, 
pass thru, and ladies ' chain. ln 
other words, the basic basics. 
Now, as time went on, the caller 
had to increase the length of his 
classes a little and add weather
vane, aHemande thaI', waggon 
wheel, harlem rosette and even 
three versions of red hot. 

As callers' , associations sprang 
up and beJan pres·enting (for 
free) new dances which could 
be choreographed ,by anyone 
wanting to do so, much mater
ial became easily available. You 
COUld hav·e all the material you 
wanted by ·belonging to a callers ' 
association. 

Most callers felt they had to . 
give all or most of the new stuff 
to their dancers and so they 
increased the l·ength of classes 
to the unheard-Of length of 
fifteen weeks and some brave 
souls even went so far as to 
hav.:; advanced classes. The doom 
criers wept bitter tears. 

Square danCing was growing 
by leaps and bounds, both in 
the number of callers and dan
cers and in the sophistication 
of the movements. Peopl.:; began 
to complain about bad choreo
gTaphy. Instead of a candle 
flame we had progressed to and 
through the oil lamp stage and 
had enter,"d the electrical age. 

At the National iConvention in 
Detroit in 1961 over 18,000 dan
cers registered. It was conserva
tively estimated that there 
were more than 150,000 square 
dancers. 
(To te concluded next month) 

EDITORS 
Information re square danc

ing should be obtained from 
your State editor, as follows:- ' 

N.S.W.: John Chambers 19 
Penrose st., LANE COVE.' JB 
3969. 

P APlUIA, NE.W GUINEA, NEW 
ZEALAND, A.C.T. Jim White. 26 
Osborne Rd., Lane Cove, N.S.W. 

QLD., TASMANIA, W. AUST. 
Graham Rigby, 14 Eagle Street, 
ALDERLEY HEIGHTS. LM1251. 

S. AUST. : Colin Huddleston, 
12 Elmore Street FERRYDEN 
PA.RK. JL4556. ' 

VIC.: SQ. DANCE SOCIETY 
OF VIC.: Ron Whyte, Wick!fam 
Rd., MOORABBIN EAST. XL-
1496. 
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